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T  O 


MONSIEUR    DE 


VOLTAIRE. 


Dear  Sir, 

AMONG   the    many 
Marks  of  Efteem  you 
have  honoured  me  with,  the 
permitting  me  to  dedicate  to 
a  2  you 


\v  DEDICATION, 
you  this  little  Work,  I  re- 
gard not  as  the  lead  j  my 
Concern  is,  that  I  Ihall  be 
unable  to  make  you  an  ad- 
equate Return,  as,  I  fear,  I 
can  inform  you  of  nothing 
with  which  you  are  not  al- 
ready converfant.  But  when 
I  reflect,  that  it  was  in  this 
Republic  ( whofe  Govern- 
ment I  have  attempted  to 
defcribe)  that  1  was  firft  in- 
troduced to  your  Acquain- 
tance, 


DEDICATION.  v 
tance;  when  Memory  renews 
the  Hours  of  fecial  Mirth, 
and  refined  Entertainment, 
which  your  Hofpitahty  and 
Converfation  afforded  me ; 
I  cannot  but  rejoice  in  this 
Occafion  of  expreiTing  my 
Gratitude :  proud,  that  as 
your  Friendftiip  diftinguifh- 
ed  the  Author  of  thefe  Pages 
in  a  foreign  Country,  your 
Name  may  at  Home  adorn 
his  Labour. 

a  3        During 
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During  the  long  Stay 
which  I  made  at  Geneva, 
my  Curlofity  led  me  to  in- 
quire into  its  Hiftory  and 
Laws;  and  my  Search  food 
drew  after  it  Admiration. 
Not  that  I  am  prejudiced  in 
Favour  of  Republics,  I  am 
fenfible  of  their  numerous 
Imperfections ;  but  as  Ge- 
neva is  perhaps  the  pureft 
and  moft  perfect  Model  of 
5  this 
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this  Kind  of  Government, 
and  as  many  of  its  Laws  are 
iingularly  curious,  I  was  de- 
firous  of  fubmitting  them  to 
my  Countrymen;  who,  born 
to  Liberty  themfelves,  are 
the  natural  Admirers  of  it 
where-ever  eftabliihed. 

In  every  Species  of  Com- 

pofition,  and  particularly  in 

this,     Perfpicuity   is   to  be 

■chieff y  regarded ,  this  I  have 

a  4  aimed 
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aimed  at  throughout,  well- 
knowing,  that  a  Reader 
once  bewildered,  will  give 
himfelf  little  Trouble  to  get 
out  of  the  Maze.  You  will 
perceive,  that  this  Ac- 
count extends  to  no  Part  of 
Switzerland,  but  is  con- 
fined entirely  to  this  Repub- 
lic. If  I  ftiould  be  thought 
to  have  entered  too  minutely 
into  its  Laws,  it  was  with  a 
View  of  conveying  a  more 

com- 
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compleat  Idea  of  the  Spirit 
and  Genius  of  its  Govern- 
ment j  as  in  painting  from 
Life,  it  frequently  happens, 
that  Touches  which  in  them- 
felves  appear  immaterial,  are 
of  wonderful  \J(q  in  produ- 
cing a  Likenefs.  I  could 
have  wifhed  that  the  Pages 
which  relate  to  its  ancient 
Hiftory,  as  well  as  many 
others,  had  been  capable  of 
affording  more  Amufement  j 

but 
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but  you  will  recolle£l,  that 
they  are  a  mere  Narration  of 
Fa<£i:s;  and  as  by  the  Con- 
nexions I  made  at  Geneva, 
I  was  furnifhed  with  moft  of 
my  Materials,  I  hope  their 
Authenticity  will  atone  for 
this  Defe^.  Truth  muft 
here  fupply  the  Place  of 
Imagination,  who,  fair  En- 
chantrefs,  muft  be  excluded 
from  Works  of  this  Nature, 

and 
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and  banlflied  to  her  own  po- 
etic Regions. 

We  live  in  an  Age,  when 
the  Curiofity  of  the  World 
is  awake,  and  Men's  Minds 
are  become  more  liberal  and 
enlarged.  No  Nation  hath 
more  encouraged  or  contri- 
buted to  the  fine  Arts  than 
your  own  j  and  if  England 
in  Philofophy  may  claim  a 
Superiority  over  Fr  A  Nce,  ihe 

is 
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is  willinof  in  Return  to  ac- 
knowledo;e  the  Merit  of  her 
Rival  in  the  Belles  Let- 
TREs.  YoUj  my  Friend,  have 
dedicated  vour  Life  to  the 
Purfuit  and  Improvement  of 
this  amiable  Study  ;  and  as 
few  Authors  have  been  fo 
univerfally  known  in  all 
Parts  of  Europe  as  yourfelf, 
fo  there  are  none  that  have 
more  afTifted  in  eftablilhinor 

the 
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the  Reputation,  your  Coun- 
try hath  juftly  gained,  for 
Elegance,  Tafte,  and  Cor- 
re6inefs  in  Writing;.  Crown- 
ed  with  one  of"  the  faireft 
Garlands  the  Mufes  ever 
wreathed,  you  have  flood 
for  Years  the  Ornament  of 
Literature,  and  as  fuch,  mufl 
continue  to  fhine  forth  with 
the  utmofl  Luflre,  till  a  fe- 
cond  Night  of  Gothic  Ig- 
norance 
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norance  ihall  cover  the  Gen- 
erations of  Men. 

But  this  Dedication  was 
not  meant  to  be  your  Pane- 
gyric. Honoured  with  the 
Applaufe  of  an  admiring 
World,  what  Addition  can 
your  Fame  receive  from  a 
Voice  Hke  mine  ?  A  Voice 
that  more  properly  {hould 
exert  itfelf,  in  exprefling  a 
Zeal   for   your    Happinefs, 

and 


*i 
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and  in  afluring  you  of  the 
Refpe6):  and  Attachment, 
with  which  I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Tour  very 

Jffe&ionate  Friend^ 

and  Obliged 

•/ 
Humble  Servant^ 


Lomion,  March 

2,    I761. 


George  Keate 
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IntroduBion. 

SO  ftrong  and  prevalent  is 
the  Defire  of  Liberty,  and 
fo  deeply  is  the  Love  of  it  im- 
A  planted 
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planted  in  every  Bofom,  that  we" 
with  Pleafure  call  off  our  i\tten- 
tion  from  Monarchies  and  Em- 
pires raifed  by  Tyranny,    to  fix 
it  on  little  States  where  Freedom 
reigns.     Many  a  fimple  Flower, 
when  its  Qualities  are  underftood, 
is  as  w^orthy  our  Notice,  as  the 
proud  Cedar,    at   whofe  Foot  it 
bloffoms.  'Tis  not  the  Size  of  Ob-^ 
jecls  alone  which  claims  ourAdmir- 
ration,  but  rather  fome  peculiar 
Beauty    an4'    CoDktriYa^ce    that 
WQ  difcover  in  them. 
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Hence  it  is  that  there  is  no 
Government  in  the  World,  which 
can  challenge  greater  Refpecl 
than  that  of  Geneva.  It  is  a 
Place,  which  for  many  Years  hath 
been  much  reforted  to  by  fuch  of 
our  young  Countrymen,  whofe 
Fortunes  indulge  them  in  that 
Part  of  Education,  which  we 
call  travelling ;  of  whom  not  a 
few  make  a  confiderable  Stay 
here,  and  find  Opportunities  of 
being  well  affifted  in  whatever 
Studies  they  are  defirous  to  pur- 
fue.  As  it  lies  in  one  of  the 
A   2  prin- 
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principal  Paffages  into  Italy,  it 
hath  been  mentioned  by  federal 
Voyage  writers;  but  as  none  have 
entered  into  a  Detail  of  its  Go- 
vernment and  Laws,  I  flatter  my- 
ielf  that  iiich  a  Work  may  not 
be  unacceptable,  and  that  the 
Reader  w  ill  not  be  diipleafed  to 
know  lomevvhat  of  a  Republic 
founded  in  Wifdom  and  Virtue, 
He  will  not  find  here  the  Ambi- 
tion of  One,  making  thoufands 
wretched,  and  augmenting  the 
Miferies  of  Life.  He  will  not 
here  meet  Legions  of  armed  Men 
rufhing  abroad  into  the  World, 

and 
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and  with  the  Thunders  of  War, 
difturbing  the  Peace  of  Man- 
kind ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  will 
be  conveyed  to  the  gentler  Scenes 
of  Academic  Silence,  where  Phi- 
lofophy  is  more  ftudied  than  the 
Sword.  He  will  fee  a  People 
happy  and  free,  yet  who  have 
defended  themfelves  with  Brave- 
ry on  every  Occafion,  againft  the 
various  Encroachments  of  Ty- 
ranny and  Oppreffion  ;  a  People 
who  make  Temperance  the 
Guardian  of  their  Healths,  and 
who  bar  up  every  Avenue  to  the 
Blandifliments  of  Luxury.  He 
A3  will 
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will  remark  the  Care  that  is  ta- 
ken by  the  State,  to  promote  Re- 
ligion and  Virtue  ;  to  infufe  into 
all  its  Subjefls  fuch  a  Tindure 
of  Learning,  as  is  fuitable  to 
their  difFerent  Stations ;  and  to 
form  the  Charader  of  a  good 
Citizen,  upon  that  of  a  good 
Chriftian.  He  will  obferve  by 
what  Laws,  the  Dignity  of  the 
Magiftrate,  and  the  Liberties  of 
each  Individual  are  maintained  ; 
and  in  fine,  by  what  Regula* 
tions  (which  is  an  Objeft  not 
unworthy  our  Curiofity )  five- 
and  -  twenty     thoufand      People 

pre- 
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preferve  the  utnloft  Harmony 
within  their  Walls,  and  live  to- 
gether like  one  great  Family. 

While  the  Wifdom  of  Man 
hath  rendered  this  City  a  mild 
and  amiable  Dwelling,  the  Hand 
^f  Nature  hath  alio  co-operated, 
and  marked  the  Scene  fhe  hath 
fpread  around  it,  as  one  of  her 
happieft  Labours.  It  is  fituated 
on  a  mofl:  beautiful  Spot  at  the 
Head  of  the  LEMAN-LAiCE,  ac- 
knowledged the  largefl:  and  fi- 
neft  in  EtJROPE.  This  noble 
Piece  of  Water  is  about  fixty 
A  4  En- 
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English  Miles  in  Length,  and  ia 
its  broadeft  Part  about  twelve, 
though  much  narrower  tow^ards 
the  two  Extremities  of  it.  It  is 
of  a  remarkable  blue  tranfparent 
Colour;  is  well  flocked  with 
Fifh,  and  particularly  famous  for 
its  Trout,  which  are  often  found 
here  ot  a  prodigious  Size.  The 
Rhone  rolls  into  it  at  the  oppo- 
lite  End  from  the  Country  called 
LeVallais,  and  having  blend- 
ed its  Waters  v/ith  thofe  of  the 
Lake,  feparates  itfelf  in  two  ra- 
pid Streams,  which  run  through 
Part  of  Geneva  j  forming  a  lit- 
tle 
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tie  Ifland  in  the  Town,  and  im- 
mediately re- uniting,  continue 
their  Courfe  into  France.  It  is 
bordered  on  the  Side  of  Swit- 
zerland by  the  Pais  du  Vaud, 
a  Tract  of  Country  formerly  con- 
quered from  the  Dukes  of  Sa- 
voy by  the  Canton  of  Bern  ; 
and  which  may  truly  be  efteem- 
ed  one  of  the  gayeft  and  moft  de- 
licious Spots  that  can  be  beheld  ; 
being  covered  with  Towns, 
Country-FIoufes,  Woods,  Vine- 
yards, and  Gardens,  and  the 
View  terminated  by  that  Range 
pf  Hills,  known  under  the  ge- 
neral 
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neral  Name  of  Mount-Jura. 
The  Savoy  Side,  though  lefs 
fertile,  is  more  woody,  and 
makes  a  pleafing  Contrafl: ;  for 
the  high  Precipices,  and  vaft 
Mountains,  that  bound  the  Sight 
all  round,  and  rife  behind  one 
another  in  (o  many  wild  and  faa- 
taftic  Forms ;  fome  totally  bleak 
and  barren,  others  verdant,  o- 
thers  covered  with  perpetual 
Snows,  and  feen  from  many 
Leagues  Diftance,  fill  the  Mind 
with  an  agreeable  Aftonifhment, 
and  produce  fome  of  the  moft  noble 
and  ftupendous  Scenes  that  can 

be 
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be  imagined;  Scenes  capable  of 
furnifliing  a  thoufand  new  I- 
deas  to  the  Fancy  of  the  Poet, 
and  the  Painter. 

The  near  Neighbourhood  of 
the  City  to  thefe  Mountains, 
makes  the  Winters  very  fevere, 
and  the  Summers  extremely  hot ; 
and  frequently  occafions  fuch 
fudden  Changes  in  the  Weather, 
as  at  firft  furprize  thofe  who  are 
Strangers  to  the  CHmate.  The 
North-Eaft  Wind,  which  they 
here  call  the  BizE,  is  fo  fharp 
and   penetrating  when  it   blows 

ftrongly. 
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^  itrongly,  that  ir  one  walks  much 
againft  it,  it  almoft  peels  the 
Skin  off  the  Face  ;  yet  to  this 
Wind  the  Inhabitants  are  greatly- 
indebted  ;  for  the  Air,  being 
pent  up  by  the  Mountains  that 
are  on  every  Side,  cannot  fome^ 
times  obtain  a  free  Circulation, 
which  this  Bize  always  effects, 
driving  away,  at  the  fame  Time, 
all  moift  and  noxious  Vapours : 
whence  it  happens,  that  it  is  e- 
fteemed  a  wholefome  Climate; 
and  what  fhould  feem  to  prove 
the  Heakhfulnefs  of  it,  is  that 
People  live  here  to  a  great  Age, 

and, 
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and  fupport  the  Evening  of  Life 
with  few  Infirmitities.  But  with 
Refpedl  to  this,  there  is  undoubt- 
edly much  to  be  attributed  to 
the  temperate  Manner  in  which 
they  live. 

The  Territory  belonging  to 
the  Republic  is  fmall,  and  is  in- 
termixed with  the  Lands  of  its 
Neighbours,  France  ,  Savoy, 
and  Switzerland  ;  part  lying 
clofe  to  the  Gity,  and  part  eight 
or  ten  Miles  diftant,  as  may  be 
feen  particularly  by  the  Map 
prefixed, 

5  Those 
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Those  who  would  enter  mi- 
nutely into  the  Hiftory  of  Gene- 
va, wall  find  it  full  of  remark- 
able Events.  Various  are  the  Ef- 
forts that  have  been  ufed  to  in- 
flave  this  little  State ;  various  the 
Contrivances  to  deftroy  it.  The 
Diffenfions  it  had  at  Home  with 
its  BifLopSj  and  the  Violences  it 
fuffered  from  without,  particu- 
larly from  its  conftant  and  inve- 
rate  Enemy  the  Dukes  of  Savoy, 
kept  it  engaged  in  a  perpetual 
Scene  of  War  and  Confufion; 
and  one  may  almoft  fay,  that  it 

hath, 
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liath^    by    a  Series  of  Miracles, 
efcaped,  and  happily  preferved  its 
Fj^eedom  y  though  the  true  Mx^ 
of  its  perfeft  Liberty  can  only  be 
dated  from  the  Time  of  the  Re- 
formation, when  the  BiOiop  pru- 
dently retired,   and  left  his  A\i- 
thority  behind  ;    taking    howe- 
ver with  him  his   empty  Title^ 
which  ftill  remains  in  the  Poflef- 
fion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ann^ct^ 
who  afllimes  the  Name  alfo  of 
Bifhop  of  Geneva, 

But  as  fo  particular  an  Inqui- 
ry would,  to  an  Englishman,  be 

but 
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but  little  interefling,  I  have  en- 
deavoured only  to  give  my  Rea- 
der fuch  a  Sketch  of  its  ancient 
Hiftory,  as  fhould  convey  to 
him  a  general  Idea  of  it ;  that 
he  might  thereby  fee,  how  it 
hath,  gradually,  confirmed 
its  Freedom,  and  eftabliflied  that 
Form  of  Government,  which  is 
the  Subjed  of  the  following 
Pages. 


Of 
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Of  its  Ancient  Hiftory. 

GENEVA    is    a    City   of 
great     Antiquity,     being 
mentioned  frequently  by  C^sar 
in    his    Commentaries,    by    the 
fame  Name  it  now  bears.      It 
was,  in  his  Time,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Cities  of  the  Allobroges; 
and  having  been  fubjeded  with 
that  People  to  the  Roman  Pow- 
er,   remained  under  the  Domi- 
nion of  the  Emperors,  Roman, 
French,   and  German,    and  of 
B  the 
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the  Kings  of  Burgunbv  till  the 
Middle  of  the  eleventh  Century. 

For  near  the  Space  of  five 
hundred  Years  that  followed,  it 
was  governed  by  its  Bifhops,  and 
by  its  Syndics,  in  the  Name  of 
the  People  ;  the  Bifihop  bore  the 
Title  of  Prince,  but  the  People 
enjoyed  fuch  great  Privileges  as 
rendered  his  Sovereignty  ex- 
tremely limited.  In  1534  and 
1535  it  formed  itfelf  into  a  Re- 
public, and  by  Degrees  obtained 
that  Form  of  Government  ^ 
which  exifts  to  this  Day. 

Its 
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Its  Church,  in  all  fpiritual 
Concerns ,  depended  original! j 
on  that  of  Arles  in  Provence  ; 
but  Leo  L  depriving  Arles  of 
that  Right,  conftituted  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  ViENNE  in  Dauphi- 
NY,  its  Metropolitan, 

The  Counts  of  Geneva,  be- 
fore the  eleventh  Centurv,  were 
only  the  firft  Officers  of  the  Em« 
peror,  who  eftabliflied  them  to 
watch  over  his  Rights,  and  to  ad- 
minifter  Juftice  in  his  Name. 
But  about  the  Year  1032,  Gi^ 

B    2  ROLD 
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ROLD  Count  of  Geneva,  finding 
the  Emperor  Conrard  le  Sa- 
LiQUE  difturbed  by  the  Romans, 
and  other  People  of  Italy,  and 
eno;ag;ed  in  a  War  with  the 
Count  of  Champagne  for  the 
Succefiion  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Burgundy,  made  great  Efforts 
to  fliake  off  the  Im.perial  Autho- 
rity, and  render  himfelf  fove- 
reign.  This  obliged  the  Empe- 
ror to  fend  Troops  againft  him, 
which  defeated  him. 

Robert,  his  Son  and  Succef- 
for,  purfued  the  fame  Plan  with 

more 
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more  Eagernefs ;  and  the  Empe- 
rors being  wholly  taken  up  by  the 
Troubles  they  were  involved  in 
with  thePopes  in  Italy,  and  with 
the  Saracens  in  Palestine,  and 
finding  themfelves  unable  to  re- 
duce the  Counts  to  Obedience, 
configned  over  their  Rights  and 
Interefts  to  the  Bifliops  of  Ge- 
neva, referving  to  themfelves 
only  their  Homage. 

This  gave  Rife  to  great  Dif- 

putes    between   the  Counts  and 

the  Bifhops ;  the  latter,  who  had 

the  People  on  their  Side,   were 

B  3  the 
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the  moft  powerful  in  the  City ;  but 
the  former,  being  poffeffed  of 
the  ftrong  Caftles  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, made  themfelves  Ma- 
fters  of  almoft  all  the  Territory 
belong-ino;  to  the  State.  Thefe 
Difputes  were  of  long  Conti- 
nuance, the  Counts  demanding 
of  the  BiOiops  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  City  ;  and  the  Bifhops 
pretending,  that  the  Counts  were 
their  Vaffals ,  and  depended 
wholly  on  them. 

During  thefe  Troubles,    the 
Counts  redded  entirely  at  their 

Caftle 
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Caftle  of  Galliard,  a  League 
diftant  from  Geneva,  and  at 
laft  removed  to  Annecy,  the 
Capital  of  the  Genevois,  And 
here  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  Title  of  Counts  of  Geneva 
was  only  what  they  affumed 
themfelves ;  for  the  Bifhops  and 
Inhabitants  difavowins^  their  Pre- 
tenfions  to  it,  gave  them  only 
the  Appellatiorr  of  Counts  of 
Genevois. 

Without    entering    into     the 

Manner  in  which  Juftice  w^as  ad- 

miniftred     under    the     Bifliops, 

B  4  who 
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who  were  always   elefted  by  the 
Chapter,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
explain  the    Vidomne    of   Ge- 
neva,   as  it  will   frequently   be- 
mentioned.     This  was  a  Tribu- 
nal compofed  of  three  or   four- 
Laics,  chofen  from  amongft  thc- 
Citizens,  who  had  the  firfk  Cog- ' 
nizance  of  civil  Matters  of  fmall 
Importance,    which  were  deter-' 
mined   rather  according   to  an- 
cient Cuftoms  of  the  City,  than' 
according  to  written  Law,   From 
this  Court  there  was  an  Appeal 
to  the  Official,  compofed  of  two 
Canons,    and  two  Nobles.      All 

5  ?^i' 


OF   GENEVA.  25 

eriminal  Concerns  amongft  the 
Laity  were  adjudged  by  the  Syn-^ 
Dies,  who,  after  Condemnation, 
dehvered  the  Offenders  over  to 
the  ViDOMNE,  to  fee  the  Sen- 
tence executed ;  unlefs  the  Pu- 
nifliment  was  Death :  in  which 
Cafe,  they  were  transferred  to 
the  Caftle-Keeper  of  Galliard, 
who  was  an  Officer  of  the  Counts 
of  Genevois. 

At  length  thefe  Troubles  be-' 
tween  the  Counts  and  Bifhops- 
were  put  an  End  to  by  divers 

Trea- 
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Treaties    and    Sentences   of   the 
Empire. 

The  Principal  of  thefe  were, 
firft  that  made  at  Seissel,  in 
ii24>  by  the  Mediation  of  De 
Pierre  Archbiihop  of  Vienne  ; 
and  a  fecond  Treaty  concluded 
in  1 155,  by  the  Interpolition  of 
the  Archbifliops  of  Leon,  Vien- 
ne, andTARANTAisE.  By  thefe 
two  Treaties  it  was  declared, 
that  the  Bifhop  alone  fhould  have 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  City ;  but 
yet  that  Criminals,  after  Con- 
demnation, by  the  Officers  of  the 

Bifhop, 
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BiOiop,  fhould  be  delivered  over 
to  the  Counts  for  Punifliment ; 
that  the  Counts  ought  to  be  un- 
der the  Bifhop  a  faithful  Avoyer 
(bonus  et  jidelis  Advocatus )  to 
defend  him  on  all  Occafions,  and 
pay  him  the  fame  Homage,  that 
ht  would  do  to  the  Emperor 
himfelf. 

There  are  alfo  two  Sentences 
of  the  Empire  given  by  Frede- 
ric I.  furnamed  Barbarossa,  in 
Favour  of  Ardutius  Bifliop  of 
<3eneva.  The  firft  is  dated  at 
Spires  in   1153,    by   which  the 

Em- 
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Emperor  confirms  to  the  Bifhop 
and  his  Succeffors  for  ever,  all 
the  Lands  and  Privileges  which 
his  Church  of  Geneva  had  pof~ 
feffed  ;  or  then  actually  did  pof- 
fefs,  or  hereafter  might  poflibly 
enjoy.  The  fecond  was  fent 
from  Burgundy  in  1162,  and 
addrefled  to  the  Clergy,  Gentle- 
men, Citizens,  BurgefTes,  and 
Inhabitants  of  Geneva,  by 
which  the  Emperor  confirms 
that  which  he  and  his  Predecef- 
fors  had  given  to  the  Church  of 
Geneva,  declaring,  that  the  Bi- 
(hop    and    his    Succeffors    only 

ought 
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ought  ta  be  the  fole  Prince  and 
Sovereign  of  the  Town,  Sub- 
urbs, and  Caftles  of  the  Bi- 
fhoprick;  nor  does  he  referve  to 
himfelf,  or  Succeflbrs,  any  Right 
whatever,  excepting  this,  that  in 
cafe  any  Emperor  fhould  pafs  by 
Geneva,  the  Bifhop  and  his 
Clergy  fhould  fing  Litanies  three 
Days  for  the  Profperity  of  the 
holy  Roman  Empire.  This,  as 
it  fixed  their  Conftitution,  and 
made  them  independant  of  any 
foreign  Power,  was  called  by  the 
Genevois,  their  Bull  D'or,  till 
the  Revolutions  of  Time  fome 

Cen- 
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Centuries  after  gave  them  a  bet^ 
ter  Security  for  their  Happinefs. 

From  this  Period  there   were 
few  Difputes  between  the  Bifliops 
and  Counts ;    for  the  Counts  of 
Savoy    and   Maurienne   began 
now  to  make  the  latter  fenfible 
of  their  Authority,  and  were  al- 
moft  always  at  War  with  them  ; 
till  about  the  Year  1401,  when 
Odenat  de  Villars,  laft  Count 
of  Genevois,    having  no  Chil- 
dren, gave  up  his  County,  toge- 
ther   with    all    its     Rights,    to 
Ame  VHI.  Count  of  Savoy,  for 

the 
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the  Sum  of  45000   Fra?Kh   of 

Gold.- In  this  Manner,   the 

County  of  Genevois  fell  under 
the  Dominion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy,  and  as  this  Purchafe  ad- 
ded to  other  Claims,  gave  Birth 
to  a  Series  of  Wars  and  Trou- 
bles, and  occafioned  fo  many 
Attempts  on  the  Liberties  of  this 
State,  it  will  be  proper,  in  this 
Place,  to  take  Notice  of  what 
thefe  Claims  were ;  as  they  have 
feveral  Times  nearly  deprived 
Geneva  of  its  Independancy, 
and  have  influenced  the  Court 
of  Turin  to  defer  the  acknow- 
ledging 
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ledging  its  Freedom  and  Sove- 
reignty by  any  public  A6t,  till  fo 
lately   as    the    Month   of   "^une^ 

1754- 

Of  the  Claims  of  the  Dukes 
of  Savoy  on  the  Re^ 
public. 

TH  E  Houfe  of  Savoy  dates 
its  Origin  from  the  Year 
1030,  when  the  laft  King  of 
Burgundy  and  the  Emperor 
CoNRARD    LE  Salique    gave  to 

one 
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one  Humbert,  furnamed  Aux- 
blanches-Mains,  for  Recom- 
pence  of  certain  Services,  Mau- 
RiENNE  and  Savoy  with  the  Ti- 
tle of  Count. 

Geneva  was  little  connected 
with  thefe  Counts,  till  towards 
the  End  of  the  thirteenth  Centu- 
ry ;  when,  being  greatly  annoy- 
ed by  the  Counts  of  Genevois, 
and  Ame  V.  offering  his  Affif- 
tance,  a  Treaty  was  concluded 
between  them  in  1285,  by  which 
the  Count  of  Savoy  promifes  on 
C  Oath 
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Oath  for  himfelf  and  Succeflbrs, 
to  defend  the  Citizens,  Ecclefiaf- 
tics,     and     Inhabitants    of   Ge- 
neva. 

This  Prince,  after  having  for 
fome  Time,  in  Purfuance  of  the  a- 
bove  Treaty,  made  War  with  the 
Counts  of  Ge  n e  v o i  s  ,  concluded  at 
length  a  Peace,  and,  agreeably  to 
the  Practice  of  modern  Princes,  fet 
up  an  unreafonable  Demand  for 
the  Expences  he  had  fuflained ;  and 
confidering  the  Bifhop,  who  was 
Uncle  to  the  Count  of  Genevois, 
as  the  Author  of  thefe  Troubles, 

took 
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took  PofTefiion  of  the  Vidomne, 
and  of  the  Caftle,  which  flood 
in  the  Ifland,  formed  in  the 
Town  by  the  Rhone  j  the  Tow- 
er of  which  remains  to  this  Day. 

William  de  Conflans,  the 
fucceeding  Bifliop,  exerted  all  his 
power  to  regain  the  Vidomne 
and  Caftle;  but  being  unable  to 
pay  the  Money  infifted  on  by  the 
Count  of  Savoy,  all  his  Endea- 
vours proved  ineffedual,  and  he 
was  coafli:aii;ied  in  1290  to  fign 
a  Treaty  at  Aoust  in  Piedmont, 
by  vyhic.l^  .h^e  yielded  to  the  Count 
C  2  of 
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of  Savoy  the  Office  of  Vidoi^t- 
NE,  which  he  was  to  enjoy  du- 
ring Pleafure,  paying  Homage 
to  the  Bifliop,  and  his  Succeflbrs, 
and  taking  an  Oath  of  Fidelity^. 

Thus  the  Vidomne  of  Ge- 
neva pafTed  into  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy,  where  it  remained  near 
240  Years,  viz.  till  1528,  when 
the  Office  was  entirely  abolifhed: 
and  this  became  the  Source  of 
all  the  Troubles  which  agitated 
the  Republic  during  that  Space, 
and  a  long  Time  after ;  the  Sue- 
ceflbrs  of  Ame  V.  pufhing  their 

Ef- 
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ElEForts  with  Variety  of  Strata- 
gems, till  they  at  length  endea- 
voured openly  to  become  Sove- 
reigns of  the  State. 

But  there  are  three,  who,  in 
this  Refpecl,  have  in  a  more 
particular  Manner  diftinguifhed 
themfelvcs.  The  firft  was  A  me 
VI.  Grandfon  of  Ame  V.  gene- 
nerally  called  Le  Comte  verd^ 
who  not  content  to  exercife  the 
Office  of  VidojMne,  and  to  in- 
eroach  on  the  Jurifdidtion  of  the 
Syndics,  prevailed  on  the  Em- 
peror Charles  IV.  when  he 
C  3  pafled 
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paffed  through  Chaaiberry  in 
J3655  to  grant  him  the  Vic a^ 
RiAT  of  the  Empire,  and  alfo 
over  the  Bifhops  of  Geneva, 
Lausanne,  and  feveral  others. 
But  this  Conceffion  was  revoked 
two  Years  after  by  the  fame  Em- 
peror, who  declared,  that  in  gi- 
ving to  the  Counts  of  Savoy  Cer- 
tain Jurifdiclion  in  the  City  of 
Geneva,  he  meant  not  to  in- 
frincre  on  the  Prerog-ative  ol:  the 
BKiiop,  or  his  Church  ;  and 
therefore  cancels  whatever  might 
have    been    done    by    the   faid 

Counts, 
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Counts,     in    Purfuance    of  any 
fuch  fuppofed  Power- 

Pope  Gregory  XL  by  his 
Bull  dated  at  Avignon  in  1371, 
orders  the  faid  Count  to  defift 
from  the  Vicariat  of  Geneva, 
and  to  deliver  into  the  Bifhop's 
Hands  the  Concefiion  he  had 
obtained  at  Chamberry,  which 
was  done  a  Month  after,  by  a 
public  Acl  at  ThonOxN.. 

The   fecond   vy^s  Ame  VIII. 

^vho,   purfuing   the   Plan  of  his 

Grandfather   the   Comte    verd, 

C  4.  em^ 
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employed  all  his  Endeavours  to 
extend  his  Jurifdidion,  and  revive 
the  Vicariat  before  granted  ;  but 
finding  them  ineffedtual,  he  bp- 
took  himfelf  to  a  Stratagem, 
which  w^as  to  prevail  on  the  Bi- 
fhop  to  exchange  his  Sovereignty 
for  certain  Fiefs  of  a  fuperior  Va- 
lue. But  this  Prelate,  whofe 
Name  was  Jean  Pierre  de  Ci- 
ZE,  by  two  Ads  totally  defeated 
•his  Dcfign. 

In   1420  he  made   a  Treaty 

with  the  Citizens,  Burgeffcs,  and 

Inhabitants^    in  which  both  Par- 

5  ties 
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ties  obliged  themfelves,  by  Oath, 
never  to  agree  to  any  Alienation 
of  their  Domain,  unlefs  it  was 
by  the  formal  Confent  of  all. 

Some  Months  after  this,  he 
obtained  a  Declaration  from  the 
Emperor  Sigismond,  importing, 
'that  the  Biihop  and  Church  of 
Geneva  depending  immediately 
on  the  Empire,  he  took  it  toge- 
ther with  its  Subjedls,  under  his 
Protedion ;  and  forbade  any 
Prince  whatever,  (naming  ex- 
prefsly    Ame     VIII.  )     by    any 

Means, 
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Means,     to    injure,     or    nioleft 
them. 

This  Ame  VIII.  is  the  fame, 
who,  as  before  hath  been  men- 
tioned, purchafed  the  County  of 
Genevois. — In  141 6  he  procu- 
red from  the  Emperor  Sigismond 
the  County  of  Savoy,  to  be  creat- 
ed a  Dutchy,    and  was  the  firft 

Duke    of   that    Houfe. la 

1434  he  retired  to  a  Convent  of 
the  Order  of  Carthusians,  cal- 
led RiPAiLLE,  which  he  had 
built  himfelf  on  the  Side  of  the 
l^Ei\fAN-LAKE  ;    and   whether  it 
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was  owing  to  the  delicious  Situa- 
tion of  the  Place,  or  the  luxu- 
rious Manner  in  which  he  is  faid 
to  have  lived,  ami  are  a  Ripa- 
glia  and  faire  Repaille  became 
a  proverbial  Expreffion  among 
the  French  and  Italians,  to 
denote  fomcwhat  extremely  plea- 

fcint. In  1439   he  was  eleded 

Pope  by  the  Council  of  Basil, 
by  the  Niime  of  Felix  V.  which 
Station  he  was  obliged  to  abdi-t 
dicate  ten  Years  after,  when  he 
retiirned  to  his  former  Solitude. 

The 
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The  laft  was  Charles  IIL 
wlio  in  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  Century,  by  pufhing  his 
Defire  of  Sovereignty  over  Ge- 
neva too  far,  loft  for  himfelf  and 
his  Defendants  all  the  Rights  and 
Privileges,  which  his  Predeceflbrs 
had  enjoyed  in  iu 

As  the  City,  though  walled, 
was  not  fortified,  the  Duke 
came  into  it  whenever  he  plea- 
fed  ;  and  as  feveral  of  the  Bifli- 
ops   were   of  his   own   Family, 

the^ 
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they  did  not  fcruple  to  favour  his 
Pretenfions;  and  a  Demand  be 
made  to  the  Council  of  an  annu- 
al Tribute,  being  refufed,  he 
confifcated  the  Goods,  and  inv 
prifoned  the  Perfons  of  feveral 
who  oppofed  it,  and  even  be- 
headed two  young  Men  of  Ge- 
neva, whom  he  found  at  Tu- 
rin, fending  their  Bodies  back 
to  be  hung  up  near  the  City* 

The  State  now  regarded  both 
Duke  and  Bifhop  as  Tyrants  ; 
and  in  order  therefore  to  fecure 
itfelf,  in  15 18  made  an  Alliance 

with 
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with  Fribourg,  then  the  neareft 
Canton.  The  Duke,  incenfed 
at  this  Proceeding,  declared  War 
againft  it,  and  in  1519  beat 
down  the  Walls,  and  entered  the 
City.  The  Fribourgeois  com- 
ing to  its  Succour,  obUged  him 
to  abandon  his  Conqueft.  The 
Difference  was  referred  to  a  Diet 
held  at  Zurich,  where  it  was 
determined,  that  for  th^  Sake 
of  public  TranquilHty,  Frieourg 
and  Geneva  fhould  anaihilate 
their  Alliance  ;  which  they  com- 
plied with. 

The 
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The  Duke,  elated  with  this 
guccefs,  began  to  ufe  more  vio- 
knt  Meafures ;  depofing  the 
Syndics,  and  putting  in  their 
Places,  fuch  as  he  chofe  to  nomi- 
nate; and  in  1525  he  carried 
Matters  fo  far,  as  to  aflemble  the 
Council,  where  he  himfelf  was 
in  Perfon,  and  demanded  by  his 
Chancellor  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  City,  as  a  reward  for  the 
Expences  he  had  been  put  to  in 
defending  it, 

Tni 
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The  People,  who  had  from 
the  Beginning  of  the  War  irl 
1519  been  greatly  alarmed  for 
their  Liberties,  not  only  ac- 
quainted the  Canton  of  Fri- 
BouRG  with  thefe  new  Infults, 
but  alfo  the  Canton  of  Bern  ; 
who  confidering  the  fatal  Confe- 
quences  that  might  arife  to  them, 
if  the  Duke  of  Savoy  fhould 
poffefs  fo  important  a  Place  as 
Geneva,  propofed  a  new  Al- 
liance  between  the  three  Cities, 
which  was  concluded  in  1526,  for 
the  Term  of  25  Years, 

This 
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This  laft  Alliance  totally  de- 
ftroyed  all  the  Claims  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  on  the  Republic. 
Every  thing  came  to  an  open 
Rupture ;  thofe  who  favoured 
the  Duke,  vi^ere  compelled  to  re- 
tire ;  the  ViDOMNE  was  abo- 
lifhed,  and  a  new  Court  fubfti- 
tuted  in  its  Place. 

About  this  Time  there  fub- 
iifted  alfo  great  Difputes  between 
the  Bifhop  and  the  People.  The 
former,  whofe  Name  was  Pierre 
DE  LA  Baume,  provoked  at  the 
D  double 


50    A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 

double  Treaty,  as  well  as  at  the 
Refufal  of  certain  Demands  he 
had  made,  affiiled  the  Duke  in 
fpiriting  up  the  neighbouring 
Provinces  againft  the  City,  and 
in  making  a  kind  of  War  for  up- 
wards of  two  Years,  which  was 
terminated  by  the  Sentence  of  a 
Diet  held  at  Payern  in  1530.^ 

This  Conduct  could  not  fail 
of  rendering  him  odious  ta  the 
People  ;  yet  he  continued  to 
come  from  Time  to  Time  in- 
to Geneva  till  1533.  But  that 
wdiich  entirely  abolifhed  his  Au- 

tho- 
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thority  was  the  Reformation, 
which  began  now  to  be  very  ge- 
neral.     'Tis  true   that   Francis 
Lambert  firft  preached  it  fo  ear- 
ly as  1522  ;  but  it  gained  little 
Ground  till  1532,    when  Farel, 
Saunier,   and  Froment  taught 
it  with   fuch   Succefs,    that   the 
Council  forbade  the  preaching  of 
any   other   Matter,     than    what 
could  be  proved  by  the  Gofpel.—  j 
In  1 5  3  5  it  was  univerfally  embra- 
ced,    and   in    1536    they    were 
made  happy  by  the  Coming  of 
Calvin,    who  laboured  in   this 
great  Work    with    indefatigable 
D  2  Zeal, 
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Zeal,  and,  by  his  Difcipline  and 
Writings,  gave  it  a  firm  Efta- 
blifliment,. 

The  Bidiop  did  his  utmoft  to 
flop  the  Progrefs  of  this  new 
Doclrine ;  but  finding  it  imprac- 
ticable, withdrevv  from  the  City ; 
and  though  requefted  by  the 
CouNCii:  to  flay,  abdicated  his 
Charge,  nor  did  he  or  his  Sue- 
ceflbrs  ever  return. 

-The  Prelate  novv^  having  firfi: 
tried  the  Artillery  of  the  Church, 
and  fent  out  Letters  of  Excom- 

muni- 
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Hiunication  againft  the  Syndics, 
and  Burgefles,  acculiiig  them  of 
Herefy,  and  RebeUion,  joined  all. 
his  Force  to  that  of  the  Duke, 
and  made  War  openly  againft  the 
Republic,  which  obliged  the 
Councils  in  1535  to  declare  him 
an  Enemy  to  the  State,  its  Li- 
berties, and  the  new  Religion 
they  had  adopted. This  Rup- 
ture lafted  till  1536,  when  the 
Bernois  coming  to  the  Affif- 
tance  of  Geneva,  drove  away 
the  Troops  of  the  Duke  and  Bi- 
fhop ;  conquered  the  Pais  du 
Vaud,  and  feveral  other  Places, 
D   3  while 
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while  the  Genevois  made  them- 
felves  Mafters  of  many  Villages 
belono-ins;  to  thofe  two  Princes, 
and  razed  two  of  their  Caftles ; 
after  which,  by  a  Treaty  between 
Geneva    and     Bern,     it     was 
agreed,    that  the  former  fhould 
be  fecured  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
the   Sovereignty   before  held   by 
the  Bifhops ;    and  that  the  latter 
fhould  remain  pofleffed  of  what- 
ever  belong;ed   to   the   Duke  of 
Savoy  without  the  City,    which 
had  been   conquered  during  the 

War. By  fubfequent  Treaties 

feveral  of  his  Territories  were  rc- 

ftorcdj 
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ftored,  but  the  Pais  du  vaud 
remains  to  this  Day  the  Proper- 
ty of  the  Canton  of  Bern. 

Thus  ended  the  Contentions 
between  Geneva  and  its  Bifliop. 
In  1536  it  renewed  its  Treaty 
of  twenty-five  Years,  wliich  it 
had  made  with  Bern,  in  Con- 
jundioR  with  the  Canton  ef  Fri- 
BouB-G  I  for  tfie  latter,  out  of 
Hatred  to  the  Reformation,  had 
fince  the  Year  1534  entirely  re- 
jnounced  the  AlHance. 

P  ^  Duke 
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Duke  Charles  for  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Reign,  which 
lafted  till  1 5  5  3  >  and  his  Son 
Emanuel  Philibert,  who  died 
in  1580,  gave  the  Republic  but 
little  DifKirbance;  they  having 
a  powerful  Enemy  to  contend 
with  in  Francis  the  firft  of 
France,  who  laid  almoft  all 
their  Country  wafte* 

Charles  Emanuel,  Son  of 
Philibert,  wore  the  Crown  of 
Savoy  a  long  Time,  reigning 
from  the  Death  of  his  Father  till 

1630, 
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1630  5  and  employed  himfelf, 
<luring  great  Part  of  it,  in  di- 
ilurbing  the  Rcpofc  of  Ge- 
neva. 

In  1589  he  entered  into  a 
•War  againft  it,  which  was  put 
an  End  to  a  Year  after,  by  a  Trea- 
ty concluded  at  VervixNs,  be- 
tween the  Kings  of  France  and 
Spain  ;  and  in  1602  formed  the 
famous  Enterprize  of  the  Esca- 
lade, which  will  ever  remain 
the  worfi:  Act  of  Treachery  and 
.Bafenefs  upon  PvCcord.  By  this 
Stratagem  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
5  during 
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during  a  profound  Peace,  at- 
tempted to  fcale  the  Walls  in  the 
Dead  of  the  Night,  to  put  the 
Inhabitants  to  the  Sword,  and 
make  himfelf  Mafter  of  the 
City  ;  and  fo  near  was  he  the 
accompUfliing  his  Defign,  that 
two  hundred  had  entered  the 
Town,  before  the  Alarm  was 
given  ;  the  Courage  however  of 
the  Citizens  foon  defeated  them, 
fome  were  cut  to  Pieces,  others 
were  made  Prifoners,  and  many 
killed  by  leaping  from  the  Walls. 
This  Acl  of  Hoftility  open- 
ed a  new  Scene  of  War,    which 

eight 
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eight  Months  after  was  ended  by 
the  Mediation  of  the  Cantons  of 
Claris,  Basil,  Shaffouse  and 
Appenzel:  By  the  laft  Article 
pf  this  Treaty,  which  was  made 
at  St.  Julie n,  it  was  faid, 
That  all  Ads  of  Enmity 
fliould  remain  for  ever  extin- 
guiilied,  and  that  whoever 
lliould  moleft  the  pubHc  Re- 
pofe,  fliould  be  regarded  as 
the  Violators  of  that  Peace." 
The  Cenevois  celebrate  annual- 
ly the  Day  of  the  Escalade, 
which  happened  on  the  twelfth 
qf   December,     with     Feftivity 

and 
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and  jocund  Meetings ;  a  Day 
planned  by  human  Ambition  for 
their  Ruin,  but,  by  divine  Pro- 
vidence, deftined  for  their  Deli- 
verance. 

'Tis  to  be  obferved,  that  in  this 
kft  Treaty  the  Duke'  makes  no 
Referve  of  his  Pretenfions ;  and 
there  hath  fubfifted  ever  lince  a 
good  Underftanding  between  his 
SuccefTors  and  the  RepubHc. 
Whatever  trivial  Difputes  have 
accidentally  arifen,  were  all  fi- 
nally adjufted  by  a  Treaty  con- 
cluded  in   1754,    between    the 

prefeat 
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prefent  King  of  Sardinia  and 
the  State  of  Geneva,  in  which 
the  latter  is  acknowledged  by 
that  Crown  to  be  free  and  inde- 
pendant. 

Thus  hath  it  gradually  pro- 
cured its  perfect  Liberty ;  and 
the  jealous  Eye  which  all  its 
Neighbours  keep  upon  it,  to  pre- 
vent its  becoming  the  Property 
of  either,  hath  poffibly  contri- 
buted very  much  towards  pre- 
ferving  its  Freedom.  But  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  its 
Laws  have  all  a  Tendency  to  this 

great 
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great  end  ;  and  as  I  hope  my 
Reader  hath,  by  this  Time,  a 
general  Idea  of  the  mofl:  mate- 
rial Part  of  the  Hiftory  of  this 
Repubhc,  I  will  endeavour  now 
to  make  him  acquainted  with  its 
Government  and  Conftitution. 


Of  its  Government. 


1 


^  H  E  State  hath  under  its 
Dominion  about  30000 
People.  'Tis  computed ,  that 
5000  are  generally  difperfed  in 
foreign   Countries,    and  that  at 

Home 
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Home  there  are  feldom  more 
than  25000.  Thefe  Members 
are  ranged  under  different  Deno- 
minations, and  are  diftinguifhed 
by  the  Names  of  Subjects,  In- 
habitants, Natives,  Bur- 
gesses, and  Citizens. 

The  Subjects  muft  necefTari- 
rily  be  Proteftants,  and  have  no 
other  Benefit  than  that  of  living 
under  a  mild  Government. 

The  Inhabitants  are  Stran- 
gers, who  have  purchafed  of  the 
State,  for  feven  or  eight  Pounds 

fterling. 
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fterling,  Letters  of  Protedion, 
bj^Virtue  of  which  they  are  fuf- 
fered  to  keep  Houfe,  and  enjoy 
various  Privileges  unnecefTary  to 
enlarge  on,  being  fubjedt  to  the 
Laws  and  Ordinances  of  the 
City. 

Natives  are  thole  born  of  a 
Father  who  is  an  Inhabitant.. 
They  have  fome  Advantages  how- 
ever roore  than  the  Inhabitants. 

Burgesses  are  fuch*  as  have 
acquired  this  Right  by  Birth,  or 
by  Purchafe,  though  the  Repub- 
lic 
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lie  wifely  fells  this  Privilege  very- 
dear,    the  Sum    being;   undeter- 


minate. 


GiTi2EN§  are  Children  of  Bur- 
geffes,  and  have  the  mod  bene- 
ficial Claims*  They  alone  can 
be  of  the  Council  of  Twenty- 
five,  and  in  ths  Magiftracy,  and 

Offices  of  Authority, The 

Burgesses  andCiTizEKs  enjoy  be- 
fidfes  the  Liberty  of  engaging  in 
Commerce;  thelNHABiTANXsand 
Natives  being  obliged  every  Year 
to  buy  a  Permiffion  for  that  Pur* 
pofe. 

E  Ths 


66     A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 

The  Sovereign  Power  is 
lodged  in  Three  Councils^ 
namely, 

^he  General  Council^ 

The     Council    of     ^w& 
Hundredy 

AND 

The  Council  of  Twenty-^ 
fi-ce. 

The    General    Council   is 
compofed  of  fuch  Citizens  and 

Bur- 
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Burgesses  as  have  attained  the 
Age  of  twenty- five  Years.  Their 
Numbers  ufually  amount  to 
1500J  not  including  thofe  who 
are  in  foreign  Countries.  The 
Law  orders  the  Councils  of 
Twenty-five  and  Two  Hun- 
dred, to  fummon  the  General 
Council  twice  a  Year  for  the 
Eleftion  of  Magiftrates ;  and  if 
Affairs  of  Confequence  demand 
a  more  frequent  Meeting,  they 
have  a  Right  to  call  them  as  of^ 
ten  as  {hall  be  neceffary. 

^  E  2  Hence 
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Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the 
Balance    of    Power    hath     been 
carefully    provided   for ;     as  the 
General  Council  cannot  fum- 
nion  itfelf,    and  is   liable  to  be 
checked    by     the     leffer     ones, 
whenever   it    fhould  attempt  to 
prejudice   the  Public.      And  in 
this  material  Point,    the  Confti- 
tution  of  Geneva  far  excells  that 
of  Marseilles,  which  has  been 
fo  much   celebrated  by   ancient 
Writers;  for  its  Council  of  Six 
Hundred  was  not  fubjed  to  the 

leaft 
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leaft  Controul,  and  could  con- 
voke or  diffolve  itfelf  at  its  Plea- 
fure;  fo  that  in  Effect,  it  was 
poffefled  of  the  executive  as  well 
legiflative  Power. 

The    Attributes     of    this 
Council  are, 

I.  The  Power  of  making  Laws. 


of  eleding  the  princpal 


Magiftrates, 

of    making    Alliances, 

of  approving  or  reje£ling  what 

is  propofed  in  Relation  to  Ex- 

E   3  changes 
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changes  or  Alienations  of  Lands 
belonging  to  the  State,  and  qf 
borrowing  Money. 

4.  The  Power  of  War  and  Peace. 

5.  — — -of  raifing  Subfidies. 

6.  — of    confenting     to    or 


difapproving  what  is  propofed 
with  Regard  to  the  Fortifica- 
tions. 

In  this  Council  they  never 
debate.  Whatever  is  prefented 
to  them ,    hath     been    maturely 

5  ^o^^-- 
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Cdered  by  the  Council  of  T wen- 
Ty-FivE,  and  Two  Hundred. 
The  firfl:  Magiftrate  of  the  Kc- 
public  then  lays  the  Queftion  be- 
fore the  People,  to  which  the 
Members  of  the  Aflembly  reply 
aye  or  no,    approve  or  reje6l. 

Thepr  Method  of  voting, 
when  they  chufe  their  Magiftrates, 
is  particular,  and  merits  Atten- 
tion. On  the  Morning  of  Elec- 
tion the  Members  meet  in  the 
great  Churchy  where  a  Sermon 
is  preached  by  the  oldeft  Mini- 
fter^  reciting  the  Goodnefs  of 
E    4  Pro- 


72     A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 

Providence  in  preferving  their 
Liberties,  and  exhorting  them  to 
a  wife  Choice,  which  neither  In- 
tereft,  nor  Party  might  influence. 
A  printed  Lift  of  the  Candidates 
is  then  given  to  every  Burgefs ; 
if,  for  example,  there  are  four 
Magiftrates  to  be  chofen,  they 
have  on  the  Lift  the  Names  of 
eight,  and  a  Line  drawn  againft 
each  Name.  After  this,  every 
Member  pafles  before  the  Coun- 
cil of  Twenty-five,  or  Little 
Council,  who  are  feated  in  the 
Middle  of  the  Church,  and  be- 
fore whom  is  a  large  Bible  fpread 

open  J 
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open ;  which  as  he  walks  by,  he 
lays  his  Hand  on,  and  retires  a- 
lone  into  a  little  Clofet,  (feveral 
ot  which  are  purpofely  fixed 
there)  where  he  finds  Pen  and 
Ink,  and  makes  a  Crofs  upon 
the  Lines,  which  are  againft  the 
Names  of  fuch  of  the  Candidates, 
as  he  is  inclined  to  vote  for.  This 
done  he  rolls  up  the  Paper,  and 

puts  it  into  a  Box. When 

the  fame  Ceremony  hath  been 
performed  by  all  the  Eledors, 
the  Box  is  opened,  the  Papers 
examined,  and  thofew^ho  have  the 

moft 
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moft   Votes    are   declared    duly> 
eleded. 

When  they  are  affembled  for 
any   other  Affair,    their  Manner 

of  giving  their  Voices  differs. 

There  are  four  Secretaries  ap- 
pointed, two  from  the  Council 
of  Two  Hundred,  and  two 
from  the  General  Councfl. 
Thefe  Secretaries  are  placed  be- 
fore the  Magiftrates,  each  having 
on  a  Defk,  a  Paper  divided  into 
two  Columns  for  Approbation, 
or  Disapprobation,  and  a  Cur- 
tain drawn  dofe  round  his  Head, 

fo 
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fo  that  he  is  incapable  of  feeing 
the  Perfcn  who  votes;  but  the 
Curtain  not  coming  fo  low  as  to 
touch  the  Paper,  each  Member 
paffing  by,  whifpers  his  Choice 
in  the  Secretary's  Ear,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  can  perceive,  if  the 
Secretary  writes  down  according 
to  his  Diredlion. 

Upon  thefe  Days  every  Bur- 
gefs,  whatever  be  his  Station  of 
Life,  w^ears  a  Sword,  and  walks 
about  as  jealous  of  his  Rights,  as 
a  Citizen  of  Old  Rome. 


In 
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In  a  fmall  Republic,  the  Wif- 
dom  of  thus  giving  their  Suffra- 
ges is  indifputable.  Bribery  and 
corrupt  Management  are  in  a 
great  Meafure  prevented  ;  and 
what  is  of  much  Import,  all  per- 
fonal  Feuds ,  and  Animofities  ; 
as  no  one  knows  how  another 
votes ;  nor  can  a  Candidate,  who 
is  approved  or  rejefted,  point  out 
thofe  who  contributed  to  either. 

The  great  Secrecy  likewife 
with  which  the  General  Assem- 
bly   (who  muft   coUedlively   be 

coi^- 
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confidered  as  the  vox  Populi)  de- 
clare  their  Refolutions  about  all 
pubHc  Concerns,  is  not  only  an 
additional  Security  to  their  U- 
nion,  but  ftifles  the  Birth  of  Fac- 
tion, that  Poifon  of  Common- 
wealths ;  whofe  fatal  Contagion, 
when  once  fpread,  would  in  thefe 
Times  require  fome  fironger  An- 
tidote than  a  Fable,  though  it 
was  fpoken  by  another  Mene- 

NIUS. 


Of 
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Of  the   Council    of  Iwo 
Hundred. 

The  Council  of  Two  HuxN^ 
DRED  is  compofed  of  250  Ci- 
tizens, and  Burgesses,  who  fill 
up  this  Body  as  often  as  there  are 
fifty  Vacancies.  The  Members 
muft  be  thirty  Years  of  Age  com- 
pleat ;  they  have  their  Seats  for 
Life,  except  they  become  Bank- 
rupts, or  are  degraded  by  the 
Cenfure  which  is  annually  made. 

The 
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The    Attributes    of    this 
Council    are, 

1 .  To  be  the  fupreme  Court  of 
Juftice. 

2.  To  have  the  Power  of  par- 
doning. 

3.  To  difpofe  of  all  important 
Charges,  and  to  eledlthe  Coun- 
cil of  Twenty-five. 

4.  To  deliberate  on  what  is  to 
be  propofed  in  the  Generai. 
Assembly. 

5.  To 
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5.   To  be  confulted  on  all  Af&Irs 
of  Importance. 

This  Council  meets  upon  the 
firft  Monday  in  every  Month, 
and  as  often  otherwife  as  Occa- 
fion  requires. 

Of  the  Council  of  Twen-^ 
ty-five. 

The  Council  of  Twenty-five, 
or  Little  Council,  muft  be 
chofen  out  of  fuch  of  the  Citi- 
zens,   as  are  Members    of  the 

Coun- 
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Council  of  Two  Hundred  ;  they 
continue  for  Life,  unlefs  in  the 
before-mentioned  Cafes  of  Infol- 
vency,  or  Degradation. 

The    Attributes    of    this 
Council  are, 

!•  The  executive  Power  of  all 
that  regards  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions. 

2.  The  Cognizance  of  all  infe- 
rior Affairs,  which  are  not  of 
Confequence  fufEcient  to  de- 
F  mand 
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mand   a   Convocation  of   the 
Council  of  Two  Hundred. 


The  judging  of  all  criminal 
Caufes,  without  the  Power  of 
pardoning,  which,  as  I  faid 
before,  is  lodged  in  the  Coun* 

cil    of   Two   Hundred. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  here,  that 
the  Republic  hath  no  Code  of 
criminal  Punifhment,  but  on- 
ly of  the  Procefs. 


4.  The  judging  of  civil  Caufes  j 
though  the  Parties  have  a  Right 

of 


OF    GENEVA.  83 

of  Appeal  to  the  Council  of 
Two  Hundred,  whenever  it 
is  a  Matter  of  above  twenty,  or 
twenty-five  PoundsValue,  or  in 
other  Refpedls  of  Importance. 

5.  The  naming  to  all  little  Em- 
ployments. 

6.  The  Right  of  having  the  prin- 
cipal Magiftrates  chofen  out  of 
its  own  Body. 

7.  The  Power  of  fummoning 
the  Council  of  Two  Hundred 
as  often  as  it  thinks  proper. 

F  2         8,  The 
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8.    The    Adminiftration   of  tft^ 
Finances. 

g.  The  Creation  of  Burgefles. 

In  both  thefe  Councils,  eve- 
ry Thing  is  carried  by  the  Ma- 
jority of  V^oices,  which  wonder- 
fully contributes  to  the  quick 
Difpatch  of  all  public  Affairs. 
How  different  this  from  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  Genoa,  where  no 
Decree  can  be  valid,  unlefs  it  is 
fupported  by  a  hundred  and  fix- 
ty  Votes  out  of  two  hundred  Se- 
nators^ 


I 
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nators,  who  muft  be  prefent  ! 
Such  tedious  Ceremonies  corrupt 
the  beft  Inftitutions ;  and  are  pe- 
culiarly hurtful  in  a  Repubh'c, 
which  is  naturally  flow  and  dila^ 
tory  in  its  Proceedings. 

It  hath  been  faid  above,  that 
Geneva  hath  no  Code  of  crimi- 
nal Puniftiment ;  the  civil  Code 
alfo  contains  but  a  very  fmall 
Number  of  Laws ;  whence  it  ap- 
pears, that  both  civil  and  crimi- 
nal Determinations  muft  in  fome 

Meafure  be  arbitrary. To 

counterpoife   this  Power  of  the 
F  s  Ma- 
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Magiftrates,  and  to  keep  it  always 
within  its  due  Bounds,  every  Ci- 
tizen and  Burgess  hath  a  Right 
of  Representation,  which  is  a 
Right  to  put  into  the  Hands  of 
the  principal  Magiftrates  a  Decla- 
ration of  any  Abufe  he  conceives 
comniitted,  or  a  Plan  for  what- 
ever he  imagines  might  conduce 
to  the  Good  of  the  Public,  on 
the  Receipt  of  v/hich  the  Coun- 
cil of  Twenty-five  is  obliged  to 
debate.  But  as  all  the  Members 
of  this  Council  have  dedicated  a 
Portion  of  their  Time  to  the  Stu- 
dy of  their  Laws,  Cafes  of  this 

Sort 
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Sort  rarely  happen.  This  Privi- 
lege however  is  efteemed  as  the 
Safeguard  of  the  People's  Liber- 
ties, and  muft  be  viewed  in  that 
Light,  as  long  as  they  ufe  it  with 
Prudence'  and  Difcretion ;  but 
fhould  they  ever  grow  forgetful 
of  the  general  Welfare,  and  while 
the  Legislator  hath  given  them 
this  Balance  to  hold,  turn  the 
Scale  with  their  own  partial  In- 
refts  ;  or  fhould  the  worft  of 
Evils,  Corruption,  ever  prevail 
among  the  Burgeffes,  in  a  little 
City  where  there  are  1500  of 
them  armed,  this  Right  might 
F  4  pro- 
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duce  fuch  a  Scene  of  Anarchy 
and  Confufion,  as  I  fliould  be 
equally  unwilling  to  fuppofe 
as  defcribe.  And  it  is  not  a 
bare  Speculation,  that  Com- 
monwealths may  run  into  thefe 
Enormities,  as  may  be  obvious  to 
any  one,  who  has  looked  into 
the  Hiftory  of  their  Neighbours 
the  Grisons  ;  where  'tis  ufual 
for  the  Peafants  to  demand  tu- 
multuoufly  a  Chamber  of  Juftice ; 
a  Court  which,  like  the  Inquifi- 
tion,  is  fuperior  to  Law,  and  is 
intitled  to  give  the  ^ejlmi ;  and 
which  is   frequently   obliged   to 

punifh 
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punifh  the  innocent,    merely  to 
Ibften  the  Minds  of  the  Vulgar. 

Besides  the  three  Councils  I 
have  mentionedj  there  is  another 
called  the  Council  of  Sixty, 
which  is  occaiionally  fummoned 
on  Affairs  of  Emergency.  When 
any  Difficulties  arife  that  the 
Council  of  Twenty-five  think 
too  hazardous  to  be  taken  upon 
themfelves,  they  call  Thirty-five 
Members  out  of  the  Council  of 
Two  Hundred,  who  together 
with  their  own  Body  compofe 
the  Council  of  Sixty. 

The 
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The  principal  Magiftrates  elect- 
ed by  the  General  Assembly 
are, 

l^he  four  Syndics, 

'The  Lieutenant  de  Police, 

The  Treafurer-GeneraL 

Six  Jlfjeffeurs  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant^  called,  Auditeurs 
du  Droit, 

The  Procureur-General, 


I 
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The  Syndics  muQ:  be  eledted 
from  the  Council  of  Twenty- 
five  ;  they  hold  their  Office  for 
one  Year,  and  cannot  be  re-cho- 
fen,    till    the    fourth   Year  after 

their  Refignation. They  are 

the  Prefidents  of  all  the  Councils, 
^nd  have  Authority  to  convene 
that  of  Twenty-five  extraordi- 
narily, which  by  Law  affembles 
every  Day. 

They  all  are  vcfted  with  the 
Power  of  punifhing;  they  may 
^mprifon^    but  cannot  of  them- 

felves 
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felves  fet  at  Liberty. If  on  the 

Death  of  a  Syndic  there  remain 
above  four  Months  to  compleat 
the  Year,  a  new  Eledion  is  made 
to  fupply  his  Place  ;  but  if  there 
is  only  a  Day  lefs,  the  Vacancy 
is  not  filled  up. 

They  have  each  of  them  a 
feparate  Department. 

The  Lieutenant  de  Police 
is  alfo  annually  chofen  from  the 
Council  of  Twenty-five.  He 
is  the  Chief  of  the  inferior  Judg- 
es ;  is  intrufted  with  the  Care  of 

5  ^he 
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the  Police,  and  hath,  as  well  as 
the  Syndics,  the  coercive  Power, 
but  under  the  fame  Reftridion. 

The  Auditeurs  du  Droit 
are  fix  in  number,  and  are  nomi- 
nated from  among  the  Citizens 
in  the  Council  of  Two  Hun- 
dred; they  hold  their  Office  for 
three  Years,  though  not  the  fame 
fix  together,  two  going  out  an- 
nually, and  two  new  ones  being 
eleded  in  their  Room.  Their 
Authority  is  much  the  fame  as 
that  of  the  Lieutenant,  who 
is    their    Prefident.     Matters  of 

fmaU 
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fmall  Importance  are   fummarily 
determined  before  them. 

The  Procureur-General  is 
chofen  for  three  Years,  and  may 
be  continued  another  three  Years 
after  the  Expiration  of  the  firft 
Term,  if  it  is  the  Will  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

His  Bufinefs  Is  to  fuperintend 
the  Obfervance  of  fuch  Laws,  as 
concern  the  Rights,  and  Domains 
of  the  RepubHc ;    not  ex^  Officio^ 

but 
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but  by  order  of  the  Little  Coun- 
cil. He  has  the  Privileges  of 
protefting  againft  Abufes,  even 
when  he  is  not  charged  to  infpeft 
into  them ;  and  in  all  criminal 
Proceedings  is  the  Plaintiff. 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning 
one  Mode  of  Punifhment,  which 
feems  almoft  peculiar  to  this  Re- 
public. If  one  who  is  deemed  guil- 
ty of  a  capital  Offence,  flies  from 
Juftice  into  a  foreign  State,  Pro- 
cefs  iffues  againft  him,  and  he  is 
fummoned  feveral  Days  by  found 

of 
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of  Trumpet,  to  appear  by  a  cer- 
tain Time,  and  anfvver  to  his 
Charge.  If,  in  his  Abfence,  he 
is  found  guilty,  upon  the  Exami- 
nation of  Witneffes,  his  EfEgy  is 
painted  on  a  Board,  with  his 
Name  underneath,  and  is  brought 
before  the  Judges,  who  are  feat- 
ed  on  a  Tribunal  in  the  open 
Air;  upon  which,  ^ter  a  Sum- 
mary of  the  Procefs  is  read  to  the 
People,  the  first  Syndic  deli- 
vers to  the  Secretary  of  the  Coun- 
cil his  Sentence,  which  being 
publifhed,  the  Effigy  is  carried 
|o  Execution  with  the  fame  For- 
malities, 
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malities,  as  if  the  Criminal  was 
himfelf  prefent ;  from  that  Time 
he  is  reputed  civily  dead,  and,  if 
he  fhould  return  afterwards,  the 
State  only  proves  his  Identity, 
and  Juftice  conduds  him  in  Rea- 
lity to  his  Fate, 

Every  Citizen  and  Burgefs, 
who  dechnes  accepting  any  of 
the  Offices  above-mentioned,  or 
any  other  to  which  he  is  nomi- 
nated, by  the  Council  of  Two 
Hundred,  forfeits  the  Sum  of 
twenty-five  Crowns,  and  is  con- 
fined one  Year  to  the  City.  Such 
G  an 
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an  Inftltution  is  neceffary  in  a 
Commonwealth,  whofe  Subjedls 
are  fuppofed  to  have  no  other 
Ambition  than  that  of  benefiting 
their  Country;  and  accordingly 
we  find  that  in  Venice,  which 
hath  ever  been  efteemed  one  of 
the  wifeft,  the  Nobles  who  re- 
fufe  taking  public  Employments, 
are  compelled  to  pay  2000  Duc- 
ats to  the  State,  and  are  banifli- 
ed  two  Years  from  the  Great 
Council  and  Broglio. 


Ce?i^ 
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Cenfures. 

The  four  Syndics  are  elected 
upon  the  firfl:  Sunday  in  the  New 
Year;  on  the  next  Morning,  they 
affemble  the  Council  of  Two 
Hundred,  that  it  may  examine 
what  Members  of  the  Little 
Council  it  intends  to  difconti- 
■nue.  The  four  ancient  Syndics, 
the  four  new  ones,  and  the 
Treasurer,  only  enter  that  Day 
into  the  Council  of  Two  Hun- 
dred, for  the  reft  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  of  Twenty- 

G    2       •  FIVE 
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FIVE  are  looked  upon  as  fufpend-* 
ed,  till  the  Council  of  Two  Hun- 
dred hath  confirmed  them  in 
their  Places,  which  is  done  on 
the  fame  Day. — After  this>  the 
Little  Council  confirms  or  de- 
grades the  Council  of  Two  Hun- 
dred, as  it  judges  proper.  It 
indeed  feldom  happens,  that  any 
Member  is  rejedled ;  but  in  Cafe 
any  one  hath  given  public  Of- 
fence, and  is  ripe  for  the  Shame 
of  public  Penance,  this  Power 
of  Degradation  is  reciprocally 
-lodged  in  both  Councils,  to  be 
then  made  Ufe  of. — The  other 

Gaufe 


I 
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Caufe  for  which  a  Member  Is  de- 
prived of  his  Seat,  I  mean  Bank- 
xuptcy,  I  fhall  take  Notice  of  un- 
<ier  the  Article  of  Commerce* 

Laws  of  Confanguinity  oh^ 
ferved    in   ele&ing  the 
Councils. 

In  the  Council  of  Two  Hun- 
dred there  may  be  a  Father, 
and  two  Sons,  or  three  Brothers, 
or  fix  Perfons  of  the  fame  Name 
and  Family. 

G  3  In 
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Lm  the  Little  Council  aFaV 
ther  and  a  Son,  or  two  Brothersr 
cannot  be  Members  at  the  fame 
Time. 

Laws  of  this  Kind  are  of  ad- 
mirable L'fe  in  the  Diftributioni 
of  Power,  as  they  prevent  any- 
particular  FamiUes  from  becom- 
incr  too  confiderable  in  the  State  ; 
a  Circumftance,  that  proved  de» 
ftrudive  to  Florence  ;  and 
which  has  occafioned  the  Ruin 
of  miany  flouriiLing  Cornmon- 
wxahhs. 

Of 
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Of  the  Public  Revenues. 

Were  we  to  judge  of  the  real 
Wealth  of  a  Country,  by  the  In- 
come alone  which  it  draws  from  its 
Revenues,  it  muft  be  confefTedJ 
that  the  State  of  Geneva  is  very 
poor  (though  feveral  of  its  Mem- 
bers are  extremely  rich)  fince  its 
Revenues  amount  not  to  thirty 
thoufand  Pounds  a  Year ;  but  on 
the  other  Hand,  if  we  confider 
the  Care  and  Frugality  with  which 
they  are  managed,  and  the  Vein 
of  Pariimony  that  runs  through 
G4  all 
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all  Ranks  of  Men,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  Geneva  is  far  from 
being  in  a  deftitute  Condition^ 
All  the  Charges  of  its  Govern^ 
ment  are  fupported  by  certain 
Domains,  which  belong  to  the 
Republic ;  and  by  a  few  Cuftoms, 
and  Duties  of  Entry,  which'  are 
conftantly  collected,  though  in 
themfelves  trifling. 

Upon  every  Alienation  of  Pro- 
perty by  Sale,  the  State  receives 
I  o/.  per  Ce7tt.  out  of  the  Money 
for  which  it  is  fold.  Befides  this, 
all  who  inherit  Legacies  from 
c  Per- 
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Perfons  they  were  not  related  to, 
pay  likewife  the  fame  Sum,  out  of 
-what  is  bequeathed  to  them.  This 
Tax  is  alfo  levied  upon  Legacies 
ieft  by  a  Genevois,  to  a  Fo^ 
reigner. 

Thetr  Garrifon,  which  con- 
fifts  of  feve7i  himdred  and  fifty 
Men^  is  paid  partly  out  of  the 
public  Revenue,  and  partly  by  a 
Tax  levied  on  every  Inhabitant 
for  that  particular  Purpofe,  in 
Proportion  to  his  Wealth  ; 
each  entering  himfelf  voluntarily, 
At  an  Office  called.  The  Cham- 
ber 
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BER  OF  Taxes,  though  no  Search 
is  made  into  any  one's  Effeds, 
as  being  injurious  to  public  Li^ 
berty.  The  common  Calcula- 
tion is  5  Crowns  a  Year  for 
I O5OOO  Crowns,  15  for  20,000, 
and  10  Crowns  for  every  10,000 
after  the  iirft  10,000  Crowns. 
•The  ordinary  Payment  is  about 
two  Crowns  a  Year  for  every  Ma- 
tter of  a  Family.  This  Tax  is 
raifed  with  the  utmoft  Eafe,  and 
produces  annually  about  15,000 
Crowns. 

All 


OF   GENEVA.         icj 

All.  the  Burgeffes  and  Citi- 
zens of  Geneva,  in  whatever 
Parts  of  the  World  they  are  fixed, 
are  rated  equally  with  their 
Countrymen  at  Home  towards 
the  Payment  of  this  Tax;  and 
if  they  refufe  to  comply  with  it, 
their  Pofterity  are  prevented  from 
enjoying  any  Privileges  in  the 
State. 

Add  to  this  the  Fines  which 
are  paid  by  Strangers  for  Letters 
of  Protedion,  and  the  Profits  that 
arife   from    Licences   to  Trade, 

and 
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and  you  have  the  principal  Branch- 
es of  the  pubHc  Revenues.  If  it 
happens  that  the  Government 
ftands  in  Need  of  any  new  Sub- 
lidyj  it  addrefles  itfelf  to  the  G&- 
KERAL  Assembly.  . 

The  Salaries  of  the  Magiftrates 
are  remarkably  fmall  ;  thofe  of 
the  Syndics  being  about  feventy 
or  eiglity  Pounds  Stirling  per  An^. 
thofe  of  the  Members  of  the  Lit- 
tle Council  not  exceeding  for- 
ty-five Pounds,  and  the  Council 
of  Two  Hundred  having  none 
at  all. 

This 
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This  is  agreeable  to  the  Spirit 
of  a  Republic  ;  which  fliould  in- 
fufe  into  its  Subjeds  a  Love  of 
Frugality  ;  and  teach  them  to  do 
that  from  Zeal  for  their  Country, 
which  in  other  Governments  is 
done  out  of  a  View  to  private 
Intereft.  The  United  Pro v in.- 
GEs  of  the  States-General  have 
been  eminently  careful  in  obferv- 
ing  this  Maxim.  The  Salary  of 
a  Burgomafter  of  Amsterdam, 
if  one  may  credit  Sir  William 
Temple,  is  about  50  Pounds  a 
Year  J  of  a  Vice- Admiral  500; 

and 
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and  a  Penfioner  of  Holland  has 
not  more  than  200  Pounds :  A 
Gratuity  of  ftill  lefs  Value,  if 
one  confiders  the  Superiority  of 
their  Finances. 

Of  the   Church  of  Ge- 
neva. 

IT  is  well  known,  that  Cal^ 
viN  was  its  Founder ;  who 
had  a  great  Share  in  forming  its 
pplitical,  as  well  as  fpiritual  Le- 
giflation  :  And  it  is  no  Wonder, 
that  the  People  rejeded  Epifcp- 

pacy, 
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pacy,  as  they  iliook  off  the  Fet- 
ters of  Popery,  in  Oppofition  to 
their  Biiliop. 

The  ecclefiaftical  Laws  are 
derived  from  the  General 
Council,  as  well  as  the  civil 
ones,  and  have  received  no  Al- 
teration, fince  their  firft  Sanc- 
tion. 

The  Government  of  the 
Church  is  Democratical,  under 
the  Superintendence  of  a  Chief, 
ililed  the  Moderator,  who  is 
changed  every  Week  without  Elecr 

tion; 
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tion  ;   he  who  follows  him  in  Or- 
der among  [the  Paftors,  fucceed- 

ing  ipfo  yu7''e. The  Paftors  in 

the  Country  are  not  admitted  to 
this  Charge. 

All  the  Padors  both  in  the 
Town,  and  Country,  fit  as  Mem- 
bers of  this  Aflembly  ;  they  may 
receive  Members  alfo,  who  are 
not  Paflors,  nay  even  Laymen, 
their  Number  being;  undetermin- 
ed,  and  the  Little  Council 
authorized  to  make  new  ones. 
This  Aflembly  is  called.  La  ve 

^'ERABLE    CoMPAGNIE. 

They 
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They  appoint  thofe  who  are 
to  fucceed  to  the  paftoral  Offices 
that  are  become  vacant  ;  but 
fuch  as  are  nominated  to  fuc- 
ceedj  muft  be  approved  by  the 

Council   of  TwENTY-FlYEe 

The  Paftors  have  a  fixed  Salary 
J)aid  ^out  of  the  public  Stock  ; 
thofe  in  the  City  not  receiving  more 
thar^  60  Pounds  SterKng  per  Ann. 
and  thofe  in  the  Country 
about  half  that  Sum.  They 
have  their  particular  Pariflies  af- 
figned  them, 
;  H  They 


,14    A  SHORT  ACCOUNT 

They  have  two  Sermons  every 
Sunday  in  all  their  Churches, 
and  in  their  tvi^o  krgeft  Parifhes, 
a  Sermon  every  Morning  at  feven 
o'clock ;  in  all  their  Churches 
alfo  a  Sermon  every  Thursday- 
Morning  at  nine  a  Clock,  and 
Prayers  in  each  Church  every 
Afternoon.  They  receive  the 
Sacrament  but  four  Tin^s  in  a 
Year,  on  the  firft  Sunday  ib 
September,  and  upon  the  near- 
ell  Sunday  to  the  three  grand 
Feftivals ;  when  the  Churches  are 
crowded  to  an  aftonifhing  De- 
gree} 
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gree:  Numbers  of  Protestants 
reforting  thither  upon  thofe  Oc- 
cafions,  from  the  Southern  Pro- 
vinces of  France. 

Their  Service  is  decent,  but 
devoid  of  Form;  their  Prayers 
are  few,  and  their  Liturgy  fliort. 
They  never  kneel,  nor  bow  in 
Church ;  and,  except  during 
Prayers,  wear  their  Hats,  the 
Minifter  himfelf  preaching  cover- 
ed. They  bury  their  Dead  with-* 
out  any  other  Ceremony,  thgn 
that  of  attending  the  Body  to  t^e 
Crave,  putting  it  into  the  Ea:rt_h> 
H  2  and 
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and    returning,       'Tis    not   the 
Cuftom     for     Women    to    ac- 
company  the    Funerals. 

Weddings,  Baptifms,  and  the; 
Adminiftration  of,  the  Sacrament 
are  regarded  as  Adls^  which 
ought  to  be  pubHcIy  celebrated, 
and  are  nevet  performed,  but  ia 
the  Church* 

To  us  in  England,  who  are 
fo  much  accuftomed  to  hear  of 
Sinecures     and    Pluralities, 
and  to  fee  Clergymen  in  Pofief-' 
Hon  of  large  Incomes,  and  at  the 

fame 
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fame  Time  fo  little  confcientious 
of  their  great  Trufl,  as  to  aban- 
don the  Injftruclion  of  their  Pa- 
riflaes  to  the  Mercy  of  fome  indi- 
gent Curate,  it  muft  without 
Doubt  feem  extremely  furpriz- 
ing,  that  the  Minifters  of  Gene- 
va fhould  with  fo  fmall  Salaries 
religioufly  difcharge  their  Duty. 
It  will  thence  be  eafily  conceiv- 
ed, that  in  becoming  Eccleliaf- 
tics,  they  are  not  greatly  influen- 
ced by  pecuniary  Advantages. 
They  are  generally  indeed  Men, 
whofe  Circumftances  and  Leifure 
have  afforded  them  a  learned 
H   3  Edu- 
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Education,  and  whofe  Honour 
and  Virtue  prompt  them  to  be- 
come ferviceable  to  their  Coun- 
try. Hence  it  is  that  the  Word 
of  God  is  preached  with  the  ut- 
moft  Decency  and  Propriety,  and 
the  Clergy  are  held  in  fuch  high 
Efteem,  as  to  have,  on  all  pub- 
lic Occafions,  the  fame  Rank  as 
the  Members  of  the  Little 
Council. 

'Tis  with    much   Satisfadion 
that  one  obferves  the  Regularity, 
with  which  the  Duties  of  Reli- 
gion are  attended.      There  are 
J  very 
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Tcry  few  who  abfent  themfelv^es 
from  Church  upon  Sundays, 
and  during  the  Sermon- time 
TWO  of  the  AuDjTEURs^  accom- 
panied by  otiier  Officers^  walk 
about  the  City,  and  demand  of 
of  all  whom  they  meet  with,  the 
Caufe  of  their  negleding  their 
Devotions.  Add  to  this,  that 
they  take  Care  to  fend  their 
Children  betimes  to  fome  Mini- 
fter,  to  be  iiaftruded  in  the  fun- 
idameiatal  Principles  of  their  Re- 
ligion ;  thst  th^y  may  not  only 
pradice  it  well,  but  be  able,  in 
the  Language  of  Scripture,  to 
H  4.  ghe 
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give  an  Anfwer  to  every  Mem  that 
ajketh  them  a  Reafon  of  the  Hope 
that  is  hi  them.  They  are  alfo 
brought  early  to  the  Sacrament, 
and  taught  to  negleft  no  Opportu- 
nity of  partaking  of  it ;  thefe  Re- 
publicans wifely  judging,  that  it  is 
of  little  Service  to  a  State,  to  make 
Laws  for  the  Suppreflion  of  Vice, 
unlefs  it  carefully  watches  over 
the  Education  of  its  Youth  ;  and 
that  to  form  a  good  Man,  and 
a  good  Subjed,  the  Foundation 
muft  be  laid  early  on  the  un- 
erring Bafis  of  Piety  and  Vir- 
tue. 

Of 
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Of  the  Confiftory. 

The  Confiftory  is  an  eccle- 
fiaftical  Court,  compofed  of  all 
the  Paftors  of  the  Republic,  and 
tvyelve  Laymen  ;  two  of  whom 
are  Members  of  the  Little 
Council  ;  a  third  is  one  of  the 
AuDiTEURs;  and  the  nine  others 
are  taken  from  the  Council  of 
Two  Hundred.  The  Paftors 
are  perpetual  Members  of  this 
Court,  but  the  Laymen  are  only 
chofen  for  ftx  Years. 

Thev 
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They  aflemble  every  Thurs- 
day, and  oftner,  when  Occafion 
requires  it. 

They  have  Cognizance  of  all 
public  Scandals,  and  proceed  on 
the  Report  which  the  Paftor 
makes,  in  whofe  Divili<^  fuch 
Offence  is  committed;  they  in- 
Aid:  ecclefiaftical  Penalties,  fuch 
as  Cenfures,  and  Excommunica- 
tions for  a  certain  Time,  and  for 
civil  Punifhment  are  obliged  to 
fend  the  Delinquents  to  the 
Council  of  Twenty-five.    This 

Court 
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Coyrt  alfo  gives  its  Opinion  in 
matrimonial  Cafes,  which  are 
firft  prefented  here,  and  after- 
wards carried  before  the  Little 
Council. 

It  hath  not  the  leaft  coercive 
Power;  for  the  Officers  who  are 
Members  of  it,  fit  there  not  as 
Magiftrates,  but  as  a  Part  of  a 

religious    Society. If   Obe-- 

dience .  is  refufed  either  to  its  Ci- 
tation, or  Sentence,  it  addreffes 
itfeJf  for  Relief  to  the  Little 
Council. 

This 
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This  Tribunal  enjoys  the  Prir 
vileg-e  common  to  all  the  Citi- 
zens,  of  prefenting  Remonftran- 
ces  to  the  Council  of  Twenty-- 
FIVE,  which  is  done  by  fending 
Deputies,  who  demand  Audi- 
ence of  the  Council*  The  Body 
ecclefiaftic,  as  well  as  the  Body 
politic,  cenfures  its  Members. 

Of  the  Academy. 

As  the  moft  probable  Method 
of  rendering  a    Man  happy   in 

him^ 
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himfelf,  as  well  as  of  making 
him  a  valuable  Member  of  So- 
ciety, is  to  ground  him  betimes 
in  fafe  and  juft  Principles,  the 
Advantages  of  a  liberal  Educa- 
tion were  of  too  much  Impor- 
tance to  have  been  negleded  by 
a  Republic,  which  fubfifts  by 
fo  many  wholefom  and  wife 
Laws.         •  ■  '  t^'^'^^'^^M 

There  has  been  an  Academy 
eftablifhed  at  Geneva,  I  believe, 
ever  fince  the  Reformation; 
whither  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
State,   and  even  Strangers,  may 

fend 
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fend  their  Children  to  be  inftruft- 
ed.  It  is  under  the  Diredion  of 
a  Rector,  and  the  ProfefTors, 
who  are  aided  by  Ufhers  and 
other  Afllftants. Tlie  Stud- 
ents are  divided  into  nine  Claf- 
fes,  and  are  advanced  from  one 
to  another ,  as  at  our  public 
Schools,  in  Proportion  to  their 
Abilities,  or  Application. 

During  this  Progrefs  they  are 
carried  from  the  fir  ft  Rudiments 
of  Reading,  and  Writing,  to  the 
deepeft  Parts  of  the  Arts,  and 
ficiences* 

This 
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This  Academy  is  fupported  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Republic  ;. 
and  as  every  Parent  hath  a  Li- 
berty of  fending  his  Children 
thither,  one  may  difcern  a  Tinc- 
ture of  Literature,  amongft  all 
Ranks  of  Men  at  Geneva,  that 
is  not  to  be  met  with  in  other 
Countries.  Each  Perfon  continues 
his  Child  at  the  Academy  for  a  long- 
er, or  fhorter  Time,  according 
to  the  Station  of  Life  he  defigns 
him  for,  and  makes  him  apply 
to  thofe  particular  Studies,  which 
more  immediately  concern  it. 

For 
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For  the  Encouragement  of  the 
Students,  there  is  a  certain  Day 
annually  appointed  for  Promo- 
tions ;  upon  which  they  all  go  in 
Proceffion,  in  their  different  Claf- 
fes,  to  the  great  Church,  vvhere 
are  aflembled,  the  Little  Coun- 
cil, the  yenera:ble  Compagnie, 
and  a  great  Concourfe' of  Spec- 
tators;  when  after  an  Oration 
made  by  the  Rector,  'and  by 
fome  of  the  Scholars  in  Latin, 
the  FIRST  Syndic  diftributes  to 
fuch  Students,   as  the  Profeffors 

nomi- 
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nominate,  filver  Medals  of  diffe- 
rent Value. 

There  are  eleven  ProfeflxDrs 
belonging  to  this  Academy, 
viz* 

Three  Profeflors   of  Thcologjr, 
and  ecclefiaftical  Hiftory. 

One  —  of  the  oriental  Langua- 
ges; 

Two  -~  of    natural    and     civil 
Law* 

I  One 
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One  —  of  German  Law. 

,Two  Profeflbrs'  of  Philofophy. 

One  —  of  the  Mathematics. 

AND 

Ohe  —  of  the  Belles  Lettres> 

These  eleven  Profeffors,  to- 
getker  with  the  Rector,  and 
three  Deputies  from  the  Little 
Council,  form  a  Kind  of  Aca- 
demical Senate,  in  which  all  Af- 
fairs 
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fairs  that  relate  to  the  Academy, 
are  regulatedj  and  Reports  there- 
of made  to  the  VENERABLE  CoM- 

PAGNiE,  and  to  the  Little 
Council,  in  Order  for  their 
Approbation. 

The  Students,  as  their  differ- 
ent  Schemes  of  Life  render  it 
neceffary,  attend  in  Clafles  fuch 
of  the  Profeflbrs,  as  they  have 
Occafion  for ;  who  give  them 
their  Lectures  gratis  \  but  thofe 
who  chufe  to  wait  on  a  ProfeiTor 
privately  at  his  own  Houfe,  pay 
him  (q  much  by  the  Month ;  a 
I  2  '  Gra^ 
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Gratuity  not  confiderable,  but 
which  each  Perfon's  Generofity 
ufually  augments.  All  other 
Mafters  in  Town,  who  teach 
eitlier  Riding,  Dancing,  Fenc- 
ing, Mufic,  or  the  modern 
Languages,  have  their  Salaries 
fixed  by  the  State,  and  cannot 
demand  of  their  Scholars  more 
than  that  Price. 

The  Profeflbrs  are  all  paid 
equally,  and  have  the  fame  Sti- 
pend with  the  Paftors  in  the 
City,  viz.  about  fixty  Pounds 
Sterling,      They  are  chofen  by 

Ballot 
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Ballot  by  the  venerable  Comp- 
AGNiE.  The  Paftors,  after  va- 
rious Examinations  of  the  Can- 
didates, bind  themfelves  by  the 
moft  fblemn  Prayer  and  Oath 
imaginable,  to  be  guided  by  no 
lelfifh  Views,  in  the  Difpofal  of 
fo  important  a  Truft;  and  to 
eled:  none  whom  they  do  not  in 
their  Confcienccs  believe  to  be 
capable  of  acquitting  themfelves 
with  Honour  and  Reputation. 

When  a  Profcflbr  is  made  a 
Member  of  the  Little  Coun- 

I    3  CIL, 
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ciL,  he  always  refigns   his  Pro- 
fcflbr£hip. 

The  late  Monsieur  Burlam- 
AQUI5  who  is  as  much  efteemed 
abroad  for  his  Writings,  as  his 
Memory  is  revered  at  Home  for 
his  amiable  Charader,  was  a 
great  Admirer  of  the  fine  Arts, 
and  laid  the  Foundation  of  a 
Scheme  (which  hath  fince  been 
carried  into  Execution)  for 
erecting  a  rpublic  School  for 
Drawing,  and  Defigning.  This 
is  open  for  a  certain  Number  of 

Hour5 
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Hours  in  the  Morning  and  Af- 
ternoon every  Day,  Sundays 
and  Thursdays  excepted  ; 
where  a  very  able  Mafter,  who 
is  paid  by  the  State,  gives  Lcf- 
fons  in  various  Branches  of 
Drawing,  adapted  to  the  Ge- 
nius and  Neceflity  of  each  par- 
ticular Scholar.  He  hath  only 
a  fixed  Number  at  a  Time,  that 
he  may  be  the  better  able  to 
fuperintend  them  fully  ^  and 
whenever  any  of  thefe  leave  him, 
their  Vacancies  are  immediately 

iilled  up. The  Ufefulnefs  of 

this  School,  though  it  hath  been 
I  4  but 


/" 
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^r^a%^^erg^Yg4f{D  aftticiuLVKHl 
doub4e6.  gr€4%  '^gBti:ii>trteorto 
.the  cQ|TN9?€r5f^  -^^rj^iifo X)f i ;rtie 
.C^5  vt?iwepffpeckll^p.^asi  tbi^ 
/^^vhaye  Manufadtirea  in  Stu^, 
-  pripte4  J^in^ns,  aa4  Enamelling, 
^liich  require  a  good  Knowledge 
^4n  P^%aing ,  in  order  to  be 
J^rpught  to  Matyrity  and  Pcr*^ 
.^aic%  qO   ^)    2B-  ::oiJ 

^.,  The  Care  which  hath  beqa 
.t^en  by  this  Republic^  to  laj^ 
•  all.  ^4f ^^ , Privilege?  upoa  ne^riy 

^%A'  Parent 


£pa^€*it'ikii»^pp6rtunlty  of  edii- 
I  bating  his  Children /"lias  Beeri  no 
-incdftfiiderable   Step  "toward ^' the 
'>P#efervation  of  the  State  ;    atrii 
hds  imdellmr>  filgqeently  refleA 
dh  the:  LaTif^df^iS<Ji^o^',    'which 
^ordercdi  nthat^ no  Sort ^  ihbald  be 
obliged  to  •  foppOrt    his  -  Father, 
unlefe  he  had"'  beeri  trainfed    up 
by  him   in  fbme  ufeful  Occupa- 
tion.     It    was   the   Opinion    of 
this  wife  Legiflator,    that  every 
one  {hcmld  "be  eeablcd  io  ferve 
bis  Country^  and  that  S  Pareiit 
was  ^ccouiitahle   to  the  PtjbHc, 
wh<^  by  his  NegletS'  had 'deprived 
:Ja9i£'i  '  hi? 
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his  Son  of  this  Means  of  doing 
ic. 

Of  the  Fnrtificatiom  and 
Garrifon. 

TH  E  GarrifoHy  as  I  before 
mentioned,  confifts  of 
about  feven  hundred  and  fifty 
Men. 

The  City  hath  three  Gates, 
The  Side  next  to  Savoy  is  well 
fortified  ;  but  the  French  Side 

hath 
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hath  no  other  Security,    than  a 
Ditch  and  fome  ancient  Walls. 

The  Gates  are  fecured,  and 
the  Bridges  drawn  up  every 
Evening,  foon  after  Sun-fet;  and 
alfo  on  Sundays  during  divine 
Service  ;  nor  are  they  permitted 
on  any  Confideration  whatever, 
to  be  opened  until  the  ftated 
Time.  As  Part  of  the  City  lies 
on  the  Lake,  the  Port  likewife 
is  well  fecured  with  Piles  and 
Chains,  and  fhut  up  at  the  fame. 
Time  with  the  Gates. 

The 
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The  Garrifon  is  divided  into 
twelve  Companies  of  fixty  Mea 
each,  befides  Officers,  which 
they  have,  as  in  other  regular 
Troops,  Three  of  thefe  Com- 
panies mount  Guard  every  Day, 
and  are  ftatjoned  at  the  Gates, 
and  at  the  Town-Houfe,  and 
have  a  Re-inforcement  of  forty 
Men  every  Night  for  patrolling. 

One  of  the  Syndics   hath 

the  Appellation  of  Syndic  de 
LA  Garde  ;  whofe  particular 
Province  is  to  infpeft  all  Things 
that  concern   it ;    he  is  aflifted 

therein 
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therein  by  two  Members  of  the 
Little  Council,  who  are  cal- 
led Majors.  With  the  Detach- 
ment which  watches  before  the 
Town-Houfe,  there  is  never  any 
other  Officer  than  a  Sergeant^  as 
this  Syndic  and  his  Majors  are 
prefumed  to  be  alw^s  prefent* 

The  Pay  of  a  Captain  is  twenty 

Crowns  per  Month-, 
* of  chief  Serjeant  ~—  feven 

Crowns  per  Month ; 
of  the  common  Serjeant—— 


fi^  Crowns  />^r  Month  j 

^of 
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of  the  Corporals  — -»  four 

Crowns  per  Month  ; 

AND 

•  of  the  common  Soldiers  — 


two  Crowns,  and  thirty  Pounds 
of  Bread  per  Month. 

There  ijthe  greateft  Regula- 
rity imaginable  always  preferved 
^mong  thefe  Troops  J  and  they 
conftantly  difcharge  their  Duty 
with  as  much  Pundjuality  and 
Stridnefs,  as  if  they  were  in  Ex- 
pedation  of  an  Enemy's  Ap- 
proach.      They    have    Beacons 

fixed 
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iixed  on  the  Fortifications,  and 
all  along  the  PaVs  du  Vaud  at 
fuch  a  Diftance  as  to  be  within 
Sight  of  each  other  ;  and  as  they 
are  compofed  of  combuftible 
Materials,  and  have  a  Guard  al- 
ways ported  near  them;  upon 
every  fudden  Danger,  the  Ge- 
NEVois  can  immediately  give 
Notice  to  their  Allies  of  Swit- 
zerland. 

When  any  Member  of  the 
Little  Council  pafies  through 
the  City-Gate  J    the  Guard  pay 

him 
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him  the  Compliment  of  putting 
themfelves  under  Arms. 

Of  the  Militia. 

Besides  the  Garrifon,  they 
have  a  Militia,  which  confifts  of 
about  five  thoufand  Men ;  who 
remain  incorporated  from  fixteen 
or  feventeen,  till  the  Age  of  fix- 
ty,  when  on  Application  they 
may  obtain  their  Difchargei 
They  are  exercifed  twice  a  Year, 
and  furnifh  their  own  Arm?* 
There    is   a  Place   juft  without 

the 
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the  City,  where  the  young  Peo- 
ple employ  much  of  their  Leifure, 
in  (hooting  at  Marks ;  and  are 
rewarded  in  proportion  to  their 
Expertnefs.  Befides  this,  Prizes  are 
at  dated  Times  diftributed  a- 
mongll:  the  befl:  Bombardiers  and 
Cannoniers  ;  fo  that,  by  thefe 
Means,  the  Militia  iswellpradllced 
and  accuftomed  to  handle  their 
Arms  with  Eafe  and  Dexterity. 

Of  its  Commerce. 

If  we  reflect  that  Geneva  is 

an  inland  City,  far  removed  from 

K  the 
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the  Sea,  poffeffed  of  a  fmall  Ter- 
ritory, and  fituated  in  a  moun- 
tainous Country,  one  can  fcarce 
imagine  how  it  is  able  to  carry  on 
fo  extenfive  a  Trade. 

It  has  fome  fmall  Manufac- 
tures of  its  own,  in  gold  and  fil- 
ver  Lace,  Stuffs,  Silk  StockingSy 
and  printed  Linens ;  but  its  mofk 
advantageous  One  is  the  making 
of  Watches,  and  a  Variety  of 
Works  in  falfe  Stones.  The  firft 
Article  (which  employs  in  its  dif- 
ferent Branches  about  5000  Peo- 
ple)   is  fent  into  almoft  all  Parts 

of 
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of  Europe,  except  EnglAxNd; 
nnd  the  latter  into  Savoy  and 
Germany;  though  the  greateft 
Quantities  are  configned  to 
5fAiN,  and  the  Spanish  Settle- 
m^hts  in  America. 

They  alfo  print  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Books,  which  are  princi-^ 
pally  fent  into  Spain  ;  a  politer 
.Kindof  Manufa<5lurc,  from  which 
they  derive  confiderable  Profits. 

But  the  great  Support,    and 

Wealth  of  this  petty  State,   is  its 

o:tenfive  Correfpondence  in  dif- 

K  2  tant 
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tant  Countries.  Geneva  is  a 
Kind  of  Magazine  for  all  its 
Neighbourhood ,  and  fupplies 
Savoy,  and  the  chief  Part  of 
Switzerland  with  the  Commo- 
dities which  it  draws  from 
France,  Holland,  and  Eng- 
land. 

It  is  needlefs  to  enquire  into 
the  Particulars  of  this  Traffic  ; 
it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  it 
takes  from  the  latter  large  Quan- 
tities of  Cloth,  Worfted  Stock- 
ings, and  Hats;  and  it  is  well 
known,    that    there    is   not  an 

East- 
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East-India  Sale  in  London, 
which  is  not  reforted  to,  by  fevc- 
ral  Merchants  of  Geneva,  who 
come  hither  on  purpofe,  and  buy 
up  Goods  to  a  very  confiderable 
Value  ;  infomuch  that  I  have 
been  aflured  by  Perfons  of  known 
Experience,  that  including  every 
Thing  which  the  Republic  takes 
from  England,  it  receives  at  an 
Average  in  Remittances,  to  the 
Amount  of  between  four  and 
five  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a 
Year, 

K  3  Th-.y 


^5 
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They  have  a  particular  Law 
in  Favour  of  Commerce,  which 
tends  greatly  to  the  Support  oi 
their  Credit.  If  any  Member  of 
the  Councils  becomes  a  Bank- 
rupt, he  thereby  forfeits  all  his 
Rights,  as  Member,  and  is  ren- 
dered incapable  of  enjoying  after- 
wards any  Employment  in  the 
State ;  nor  can  the  Children  of  a 
Bankrupt,  or  of  one  who  dies  in- 
folventj  be  admitted  to  any  pub- 
lic Office,  or  chofen  into  the 
Councils,  till  they  have  paid 
their  Proportion  of  their  Father's 

DebtSj 
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Debts ;  if  he  left  only  one  Son, 
till  he  hath  paid  all  his  Debts ; 
if  he  left  three,  until  he  hath  dif- 
charged  a  third  Part  of  them. 
The  great  Monsieur  de  Mon- 
tesquieu, in  his  incomparable 
Book  on  the  Spirit  of  Laws^  men- 
tions this  Inftitution  with  the 
higheft  Encomiums,  and  hath 
made  a  feparate  Chapter  of  it, 
diftinguiflied  by  the  Title  of 
Belle  Lou 


K  4  Of 
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Of  t/je  Hofpitah. 

There  is  certainly  no  Place, 
which  has  been  more  eminent  for 
its  Humanity  than  Geneva  ;  for 
moft  of  its  Inhabitants  were  origi- 
nally fuch,  as  were  perlecuted  by 
the  RoMisK  Church,  and  fled 
thither,  as  to  a  Place  of  Refuge  ; 
where  they  met  with  the  greatefl 
Eafe  and  Encouragement,  and 
fecured  at  the  fame  Time  their 
Property,  and  their  Confcience. 

They 


I 
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They  have  five  Foundations 
for  the  poor,  which  all  together 
annually  expend  between  i  y  and 
20000  Founds  Sterling,  The 
Principal  of  thefe  are 

VHopital   General 

AND 
La  Bourfe  Fran^oife^ 

The  General  Hospital  hath 
fome  Land,  derived  originally 
from  Part  of  the  Poireffions  of 

5  ^l^e 
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the  Romish  Clergy;  but  it  de- 
pends principally  upon  public  and 
voluntary  Contributions.  A  ge- 
neral Colledion  is  made  yearly 
in  its  Favour,  and  every  Perfon 
who  is  in  moderate  Circumftan- 
ces,  thinks  himfelf  under  an  Ob- 
ligation, when  he  makes  his  Will, 
to  bequeath  fome  little  Legacy 
toward  its  Support.  Its  annual 
Ex{:^nces  are  from  fix  to  eight 
thoufand  Pounds  Sterling. 

This  charitable  Foundation  is 
under  the  Condud  of  the  four 
reigning  Syndics,    one   Member 

of 
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of  the  Little  Council,  a  Pa- 
ftor  of  the  City,  and  nine  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  of  Two  Hun- 
dred. They  all  hold  their  Em- 
ployments for  fix  Years,  and  ex- 
ercife  them  without  any  Gratui- 
ty ;  but  by  a  wife  Maxim  of 
Government,  the  pafling  through 
thefe  Offices,  is  a  ftrong  Recom- 
nlendation  for  their  future  Pre- 
ferment; which  makes  it  there- 
fore every  Man's  Intereft  to  dif- 
charge  them  with  Integrity. 

The    French   Purse,    as  its 
Name  indicates,  was  founded  for 

the 
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the  Relief  of  French  Refugees. 
Its  Revenues  ariie  from  a  public 
Collection  made  yearly,  and  from 
charitable  Legacies.  It  is  fuper- 
intended  by  a  Paftor  of  the  City 
and  eight  Deacons,  who  tranfaft 
all  its  Concerns  without  any  Fee 
or  Emolument  whatfoever. 

These  pious  Inftitutions,  which 
the  Ills  of  a  precarious  Life  make 
ns  ftand  in  Need  of,  and  which 
Humanity  hath  now  happily 
ereded  in  almoft  all  the  Govern- 
ments of  Europe,  cannot  be  fuf- 
ficiently  commended.    By  Means 

of 
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of  thefe  at  Geneva,  near  4000 
Poor  are  conftantly  maintained  ; 
and  every  deftitute  Traveller  who 
pafies  through  the  City  is  reliev- 
ed, and  lodged  one  Night ;  or,  if 
weak  or  fick,  for  three  Nights ; 
and  if  he  comes  thither  ill,  and 
his  Diforder  increafes,  Care  is  ta- 
ken of  him,  till  fuch  Time  as  he 
is  capable  of  purfuing  his  Jour- 
ney, 

Of  the  Jumptuary  Laws. 

The  Introdudlion  of  Luxury 
hath    been  guarded  againfl:    by 

every 
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every  Commonwealth,  as  of  all 
Things,  the  grreateft  Obftacle  to 
its  Welfare;  nor  is  there  any  State 
which  in  general  hath  taken 
more  efFectual  Methods  to  pre- 
vent it,  than  Geneva.  It  hath 
inftitutcd  a  Chamber  of  Reform* 
merely  for  this  Purpofe,  which 
nffembles  every  Monday  ;  the 
Fourth  Syndic  is.  the  Preildenf^ 
and  one  of  the  Auditeurs,  the 
Procureur-General,  and  o- 
the^*  ^e  Meni'bers  of  it.  Thofe 
who  offend  againft  its  Injun£tions^ 
ai'e  cited,  and  for  the  fir  ft  Time 
are  often  only  reprimanded  and 

cau- 
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cautioned  ;  but  on  the  Commif-^ 
lion  of  a  fecond  Offence,  are 
compelled  to  pay  a  Fine. 

The  principal  Laws  of  this 
Chamber  order,  that  no  Perfons 
keep  any  Equipage,  or  make  Uic 
of  one  in  Town ;  but  only  at 
their  Country-Houfes,  ard  tcr 
convey  them  from  thence,  to 
their  Houfes  in  Town ;  nor  are 
they  permitted  to  put  more  than 
three  Horfes  to  their  Carriage. 

The  Men  mufl  wear  no  kceci 
Linen,  no  Gold  or  Silver  Lace, 

except 
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except  on  their  Hats,    nor  any 
Velvet  or  Silk,  but  in  a  Waift* 
coat  or  Breeches, 

The  Ladies  are  prohibited  all 
Jewels,  and  coloured  Stones,  all 
Lace,  and  laced  Linens.  Their 
Silks  muft  have  no  Gold  or  Sil- 
ver in  them,  nor  exceed  a  regu- 
lated Price.  The  Size  of  their 
Hoops  is  likewife  limited. 

Neither  Sex  are  allov^ed  to 
make  Ufe  of  Sedan  Chairs,  unlefs 
in  Cafe  of  Illnefs ,  when  they 
procure  an  Order  for  that  Pur- 

pofe; 
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pofe;  nor  are  the  Sedan- Chairs 
flifFered  to  have  Curtains  within 
them* 

Fine  Tapeftry ,  Paintings > 
and  Looking- GlafTes  beyond  a 
certain  Value  are  prohibited ;  as 
are  all  Sorts  of  Theatrical  EnDer- 
tainrrients,  left  they  fhould  have 
a  bad  Confequenee  on  the  Minds 
of  younger  People,  and  encour^" 
age  a  Life  of  Lazinefs  and  Plea- 
fure. 


Upon'  Occafion  of  a  Marriage- 
Supper,  there  muft  not  be  more 
-       "  L  thaa 
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than  ftxieefi  People  invited  ;  nor 
any  Dancing  after  ten  o'clock  at 
Night.  None  are  allowed  to^ 
have  Arms  on  their  Coaches,  nor 
any  Painting  but  of  two  Colours^ 
with  nmny  other  Regulations  toot. 
trifling  and  minute  to  mention. 

I  have  often  indeed  wondered^ 
that  the  Republic  fhould  exempt 
Strangers  from  the  Obfervance  of 
their  fumptuary  Lawsj  whether 
it  be,  that  it  thinks  it  Bnreafbn- 
able  to  impofe  any  Reftraints 
Qji  Foreigners  j  or  whether 
it  is  cautious  of  difgufting 
5i  them> 
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them,  as  they  bring  confiderable 
Sums  into  the  Country.  It  is 
certain  that  there  cannot  be  a 
worfe  Step  in  Policy  than  to  al- 
low them  Privileges  of  this  Kind ; 
as  their  Example  cannot  fail  of 
having  fome  Influence  on  th^ 
Minds  of  the  Genevois,  by 
creating  Defii-cs,  which  theii* 
Laws  forbid  them  to  gratify. 
Such,  Plutarch  telk  us,  was 
the  Opinion  of  Lycurgus,  who 
fuffered  no  Strangers  to  refide  at 
Sparta,  that  came  not  thither 
upon  neceflary  Bufiinefs ;  as  he 
fteared  they  might  introduce  a 
L  2  love 


1 
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Love  of  Magnificence ;    and  turn 
the  Minds  of  the  People,   fron^   , 
the  Pradice  of  Patience  and  Fru- 
gality,     to     Notions    of    Idle- 
nefs  and  Luxury. 

The  Motives  of  Lycurgus 
were  wife,  though  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Hofpitality  and  Polite- 
nefs:  Nor  is  he  morc^  to  be 
blamed  for  his  Rigour,  in  ex- 
cluding Foreigners ,  than  the 
State  of  Geneva  for  thus  parti- 
cularly indulging  there. 


Of 
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Of  the  Chamber  of  Corn. 

It  hath  been  found,  by  Ex- 
perience ,  that  this  Inftitution 
hath  contributed  as  much  to  the 
Security  of  the  State,  as  its  For- 
tifications  and  Garrifon.  They, 
preferve  in  the  public  Granaries 
a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Corn  to 
ferve  the  Republic  two  Years,  in 
Cafe  of  any  Calamity.  There 
are  faid  to  be  generally  near  fxty 
thoufaiid  Sacks ^  each  Sack  weigh- 
ing 100  Pounds,  at  18  Ounces 
to  the  Pound. 

L  3  Tfiis 
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This  Chamber  hath  been  efia- 
bliflied  ever  fince  the  Year  1636, 
'_ — — Thofe  who  fuperintend  it, 
make  their  Purchafes  in  Time  of 
Abundance ;  but  left  their  buy- 
ing-up  fo  large  a  Quantity  might 
enhance  the  Price  of  Corn  in  the 
Neighbourhood ,  the  Diredor^ 
are  not  allowed  to  contrad  for 
any  within  four  Leagues  ef  Ge^ 

NEVA. 

Every  Minifter  receives  Part 
of  his  Payment  in  Corn.  Moft 
FamiHes  make  their  own  Bread  j 

but 
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but  all  Bakers  and  Inn-keepers 
are  compelled  to  buy  their  Corn 
of  the  State  at  the  common  Mark- 
et Price ;  and,  befides  this,  the 
Soldiers  of  the  Garrifon  receive  a 
Portion  of  their  Pay  in  Bread. 

This  Diftribution  con  fumes 
annually  near  one  Fourth;  and 
as  they  difpofe  of  the  oldeft 
Grain  firft,  Room  is  thereby 
made  for  new  Purchafes,  to  fup- 
ply  the  Deficiency,  and  the  ge- 
neral Stock  always  kept  freOi. 

L,  4  Eve- 


? 
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Every   one  muft    be   fenfible 
how  admirably   this    Regulation 
hath    been  condudled,   as  it  has 
faved  the  Genevois  from  almoft 
a  Famine  in  1693,  and  again  in 
1709.     Nor  is  this  the  only  Be- 
nefit,   which    the  Subjects   reap 
from  it ;  for  as  their  Territory  is 
but  fmall,    if  at  any  Time  the 
Country   People,    who  furround 
them,     fhould  combine  to   raife 
the  Price  of  Corn  unreafonably, 
the  Magiftrates  open  thefe  Gra- 
naries,   and    fupply  them  from 

thence 
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thence  at  a  fair  and  equitable  Price, 
till  their  Neighbours  are  reduced 
to  better  Terms, 

Over  the  public  Granaries  is 
this  Motto — DiTAT  ET  Alet. 

Of  the  Regulations  in  Cafe 
of  Fire. 

One  naturally  expeds  in  a 
fmall  Government  a  greater  At- 
tention to  the  minute  Parts  of 
Adminlftration ,  than  is  to  be 
met  with  in  a  large  one ;  as  the 
Cares   and    Ncceffities   of  Indi^ 

viduals 
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duals  may  be  more  eaiily  known 
and  presided  for.  ' Tis  upon  this 
Account  that  the  Accidents 
which  arife  from  Fire,  as  well  as 
Things  of  lefier  Importance,  have 
been  thought  w^orthy,  by  this 
State,  to  be  particularly  guarded 
againft. 

As  foon  as  there  is  any  Alarm 
of  it  given,  the  Bells  of  the  prin- 
cipal Churches  are  im.mediately 
runo;,  and  the  Centincls  on  the 
Ramparts,  upon  the  hearing 
them,  found  the  Httle  Bells,  that 
are  fixed  on  the  Angles  sail- 
la  Njji 
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^ANTs  of  the  Fortifications,  in 
Order  to  communicate  the  Alarm 
to  the  Country, 

The  whole  City  is  illuminsLted 
in  an  Inftant,  by  Means  of  Fa- 
NALs,  or  Iron  Bowls  fixed  at  the 
Corners  of  the  Streets,  and  other 
Places,  filled  with  Pitch,  and 
Rofin,  which  on  thefe  Occafions 
they  ufually  kindle ;  befides  this, 
mofl:  People  place  Candles  in 
their  Windows,  fo  that  all  the 
Streets  may  be  paffed  through  as 
clearly  as  in  Day-Time,  and  no 

Con- 
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ConfuGon  arifes  from  the  Dark- 
iicfs  of  Nio-ht; 


o 


Every  Man,  as  foon  as  thipfe 
Signals  of  Diftrefs  appear,  puts 
himfelf  under  Arms ;  and  repairs 
to  the  Station  where  the  Compa- 
ny he  belongs  to  hath  Orders  to 
be  pofted,  upon  any  public  Oc- 
cafion  ;  but  thole  who  are  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Fire,  quit 
not  their  Places, 

DiFFiRENT  Rcwards  are  given 
by  the  Public  to  thofe  who  bring 
lip  the  three  firfl;  Engines. 

The 
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The  first  Syndic,  and  the 
Syndic  de  la  Garde,  go  dk 
redly  to  the  Town-Houfe,  while 
the  two  other  Syndics  repair  to 
the  Place  where  the  Fire  is.  Such 
of  the  Little  Council,  as  arC; 
Captains  of  Companies,  continue 
in  their  refpedlive  Polls  with  their 
Companies  j  the  reft  remain  at 
the  Town-Hall. 

If  the  Company  of  Militia, 
which  is  near  the  Fire,  prove 
infufficient,  they  re-inforce  it 
with  a  Detatchment  of  Soldiers^ 

All 
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All  the  Goods  and  EfFedts  of 
the  Houfe  on  Fire,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  that  are  in  Danger,  are  car- 
ried into  fome  Church,  or  open 
Place  of  Security  near  at  Hand, 
and  a  Guard  is  fet  round  them ; 
fo  that  no  one  can  fteal  any 
Thing,  without  almoft  a  Cer- 
tainty of  being  detected. 

Every  Koufe-Keeper  fends 
out  one  or  more  of  his  Maid-Ser- 
vants, (there  being  very  few 
Men-Servants  in  this  Country) 
who  take   their  Pails   on   their 

Heads, 
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Heads,  and  carry  Water  to  the 
Fire  from  the  different  Foun- 
tains, which  are  in  tlie  Citv. 

The  Militia  J  who  are  ported  as 
already  mentioned  in  all  Parts  of 
the  Town,  prevent  all  Perfons 
from  going  out  of  their  Houfes, 
except  thofe  only  whofe  Prefence 
is  neceffary ;  and  on  feeing  any  one 
abroad,  who  has  no  Bufinefsj  im- 
mediately fend  a  Corporal  and^ 
two  Soldiers,  to  conduft  him 
back  to  his^  own  Habita- 
tion* 

Br 
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By  thefe  Regulations,  it  rare- 
ly  happens,  that  a  Fire  does  ve- 
ry coniiderable  Damage,  or  is  of 
any  long  Continuance  •  but  left 
any  Treachery  £houId  be  prac^ 
tifed  at  thefe  Times,  their 
Precautions  are  not  confined  to 
the  Infide  of  their  Walls ;  for 
as  foon  as  the  Signal  is  givea 
from  the  Ramparts,  all  the 
neighbouring  Villages,  which  be- 
long to  the  Republic,  arm  them- 
felves,  and  afiemble  on  the  Gla-^ 
CIS,  where  they  continue  till  all 
is  over. 

There 
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There  is  alfo  a  Patrol  within 
the  City  conftantly  during  the 
Fire,    and  the  Moi^  dti  Guet   or 

Watch- Word    is    chanQ^ed. ^ 

Two  of  the  lower  OfHcers  of  eadh 
of  the  Companies  attend  the 
Syndic  be  la  Garde  at  the 
Town-Houfe,  one  of  whom  car- 
ries the  Mot  die  Guet  as  chartged 
to  their  refpeftive  Commanders; 
and  the  other  remains  with  the 
Syndic,  in  Cafe  he  fhould  again 
alter  the  Watch- Word,  which 
he  does  generally  once  in  two 
M  Hours, 
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Hours,  when  tlie  Fire  is  of  k>ng 
Continuance* 

As  fbon  as  it  is  wholly  extin- 
euhlied.  the  Syndic  de  la  Gar- 
DE  orders  the  inferior  Officers^ 
who  are  with  him,  to  acquaint 
their  refpeftive  Companies,  that 
the  Danger  is  removed,  and  that 
they  may  retire  to  their  Houfesr 

The  Secretary  then  of  each 

Company  calls  the  Names  of  all 
its  Members;  and  fuch  as  are 
found  to  have  been  abfent,  and 
not  on  Duty,  are  punifhed  by  a 

Fine 
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Fine,  unlefs  they  were  prevented 
from  attending  by  Sicknefs. 

Of  the  Treaties  of  the 
Republic. 

Geneva  hath  a  perpetual  Al- 
liance with  the  Cantons  of  Bernt 
and  Zurich,  by  which  they  are 
mutually  to  aid  each  other,  in 
every  Danger  that  threatens 
them.  This  Treaty  is  as  ancient 
as  the  Year  1584. 

M  2  It 
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It  hath  hkewife  with  France 
fince  the  Year  1749  a  Treaty  of. 
Friendfliip,  and  an  Agreement  for 
certain  Lands,  which  were  then 
fettled,  and  that  Court  fends  a 
Refident  to  the  State. 

Its  third  Treaty  is  with  the 
King  of  Sardinia  in  i754>- 
which  hath  before  been  fpoken 
of;  wherein  all  the  little  Differ- 
ences, which  had  long  fubfifted 
between  his  Majefty  and  the  Re- 
public, were  determined ;  and  it 

is 
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h  not  to  be  doubted,  bijt  that  it 
will  remain  a  Cement  of  Con- 
cord between  them  ;  as  there 
was  never  perhaps  a  Treaty  ex- 
ecuted on  both  Sides  with  great- 
er Fidelity  and  Honour. 

A  DefcripUon  of  the  City. 

What  its  Situation  is,  I  have 
mentioned  in  the  introdudory 
Pages.  It  is  built  partly  on  a 
Hill,  and  partly  in  a  Bottom, 
which  diftinguifhes  it  into  the 
upper,  and  lower  Towo  ;  its 
moQ:  confiderable  Street  is  La 
M  3  Rue 
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Rue  basse,  inhabited  entirely 
by  People  who  are  in  Trade. 
In  the  liland  formed  by  the 
Rhone,  is  an  ancient  Tower 
which  bears  the  Name  of  Ju- 
lius Ci£SAR. 

The  Port  is  large  and  com- 
modious for  carrying  on  a  Com- 
merce  with  Savoy   and    Swit-? 

ZERLAND. 

The  Side  of  the  City  towards 
Ple IN- Palais  hath  a  noble  Ap- 
pearance ;  as  the  Houfes,  which 
were    chiefly    erected     by    rich 

French 
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French  Refugees,  are  all  large, 
and  built  moftly  of  Stone,  and 
■raifed  on  a  Terrace  of  a  ,great 
Height, 

The  public  Walks  are  the 
Trellle.,  and  the  Bastiox^ 

The  firft  is  a  Terrace  of  a  v^e- 
ty  confiderable  Eminence,  and 
planted  with  Trees ;  the  other  is 
the  Infide  of  a  Baftion,  which 
is  laid  out  irtto  Variety  of  Walks, 
and  is  full  of  Shade  and  Flow- 
ers ;  forming  a  pleafant  and 
extenlxve  Garden. 

M  4  The 
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The  Arms  of  the  ReputJic 
are  a  Key,  and  half  a  fpread 
Eagle,  with  this  Motto,  Poji 
Tenebras  Lux. 

The  Arsenal  is  neat,  and 
kept  in  good  Order.  They 
have  a  confiderable  Number  of 
Arms  ;  and  preferve  here  the 
Scahng  -  Ladders ,  Lanterns  , 
Hatchets  and  Petards,  which  the 
Savoyards  made  Ufe  of  in  the 
Attempt  of  the  Escalade,  in 
1602.  The  Petard  which  was 
to   have   forced    the    City-Gate, 

and 
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and  which  was  actually  h?:cd  to 
it,  hath  ftill  its  Charge  remain- 
ing in  it. 

In  the  Church  of  St.  Ger- 
VMS  this  treacherous  Enterprize 
is  recorded  by  a  Monument 
eredted  to  the  Memory  of  feven- 
teen  of  the  Citizens,  who  loft 
their  Lives  the  fame  Night  ia 
Defence  of  the  State. 

The  Stair-cafe  in  the  Mai  so?? 

DE     viLLE,      or    Town-Houfe, 

which  leads  to  the  Chambers  of 

the  different  Councils,    hath  no 

5  regular 
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regular  Steps,  but  only  a  gentle 
Afcent  paved ;  fo  that  a  Horfe 
might  eafily  go  up  it.  The 
Stair-cafe  of  the  great  Tower  of 
St.  Mark  at  Venice,  is  built  in 
this  Manner,  and  there  is  a  Pal- 
ace at  Rome,  which,  if  I  mif- 
take  not,  belongs  to  the  Mar- 
CHESE  Caligula,  where  Ber-- 
NiNi  hath  followed  the  fame 
Method,  except  that  in  the  lat- 
ter, the  Afcent  is  circular,  and 
in  the  two  former  it  is 
fquare. 

The 
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The  Cathedral,  which  is  de- 
dicated to  St.  Peter,  is  a  large 
and  ancient  Structure  ;  but  hath 
lately  been  much  repaired  and 
beautified.  The  Front,  which 
is  new,  hath  a  large  Portico  fup- 
ported  by  Corinthian  Pillars ; 
though  the  Infide  is  entirely 
GbtHic, 

1^  a  Chapel  oh  the  Side  of 
the  old  Choir,  is  a  Monument 
raifed  to  the  Memory  of  Henry 
Puke  of  Rohan,    who  had   a 

very 
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very  particular  Affedion  for  this 
Republic.  This  eminent  Man, 
after  a  Life  of  fifty- nine  Years 
fpent  in  many  great  Exploits, 
was  mortally  wounded  at  Rhin- 
FELD,  and  from  thence  carried 
to  the  Abbey  of  Kuninsfeld 
in  the  Canton  of  Bern,  where 
lie  died.  At  his  particular  Re- 
queft  nis  Corps  was  brought  to 
Geneva  to  be  interred,  and  was 
attended  to  the  Grave,  with 
every  Mark  of  Efleem  the  State 
could  beftovv.  His  Tomb  and 
Statue  were  erefted  by  his  Wi- 
dow 
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dow  Margaret  Bethune,  who 
was  Daughter  of  the  famous 
Maximilien  Duke  of  Sully. 


Near    the    Academy   is   the 
public  Library,    whither  any  of 
the  Citizens,  at  certain  appoint- 
ed   Hours    may   refort.      There 
is  already  no  inconfiderable  Col- 
leftion,  and  it  is  daily  increafing 
by  Donations.     Among  its  chief 
Curiosities,    you   are   fliewn  the 
Sermons  of  St.  AuGUSTiN,  writ- 
ten  on  the  Bark  of  a  Tree,  about 
the  fixth  Century, 


^/ 
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Of  Lav:s    relatize    to 
Marriage. 

o 

A  Youth  may  oot  marry  be- 
fore the  Age  of  eighteen,  nor  a 
Girl  till  fourteen. 

In  ^cvery  Ccntrac:  Ox^  Marriage 
k  is  oeceHary,  that  there  be  at 
Icaft  two  creditable  Witnefies  ; 
boi  Parties  lauft  be  of  the  re 
formed  Religion,  and  to  render 
the  Dcj-  rr.ore  public,  it  muft 
be  \v£:.-^i.  by  the  first  Syndic, 
*  and 
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and  afterwards  read  feveral  Sun- 
days 111  the  Churches,  that  all 
who  are  inchned  to  obje£l  to  it, 
may  have  an  Opportunity. 

Divorces  may  be  obtained^ 
on  Proof  of  Impotency  on  either 
Side  ;  and  alfo  in  Cafe  of  Adul- 
tery on  either  Side,  unlefs  it  ap- 
pears, that  tlie  Party  who  is  guilty 
was  drawn  into  the  Crime  by 
the  Contrivance  of  the  other. 

A  Widow  mud  not  eng-ao-c 
in  a  Promife  of  Marriage,    till  fix 

Months 
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Months  after  her  Hufband's  De- 
ceafe* 

A  Woman,  who  is  not  above 
forty,  is  not  allowed  to  marry  a 
Man  more  than  ten  Years  young- 
er than  herfelf ;  but  if  fhe  hath 
paffed  her  fortieth  Year,  her 
Hufband  mufl  be  within  five 
Years  of  her  own  Age. 

A  Man,  after  his  fixtieth 
Year,  cannot  efpoufe  a  Woman 
that  is  not  half  as  old  as  himfelf. 

The 
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The  bare  Mention  of  thefe 
Laws  cannot  fail  of  recalling  to 
our  Minds  the  Pradlice  of  the 
Republics  of  old  ;  which  regard- 
ed Marriage  no  farther,  than  as 
it  tended  to  the  Populoufnefs  of 
the  State,  and  meafured  the 
Worth  of  a  Subject,  by  the 
Number  of  Children  he  produced 
to  his  Country. 

Of  the  Succeffion  to  Eflates. 

I  fhall  conclude  my  Remarks 

on  Geneva  with  fome   of  the 

N  ge^ 
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general  Laws  that  relate  to  Pro- 
perty, as  they  fall  in  with  this 
Form  of  Government,  and  prin- 
cipally tend  to  the  preferving  an 
Equality  amongft  its  Subjects. 

The  Fortune  of  a  Man  who 
dies  inteftate,  is  divided  equally 
amongr  all  hi^  Children,  male 
and  female  ;  if  he  hath  none,  it 
goes  to  his  Parents ;  or  if  they 
are  dead,  to  his  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother ;  but  if  the  De- 
ceafed  hath  Brothers  and  Sifters 
of  the  whole  Blood,  they  are  ad- 
mitted to  an  equal  Share,  with 
•        5  his 
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Ills     Father     and     Mother,     or 
Grandfather  and  Grandmother. 

In  Default  of  Anceftor,  or 
Defcendant,  Brothers  and  Sifters 
of  the  whole  Blood  inherit 
equally ;  and  if  there  be  a  Bro- 
ther or  Sifter  dead,  leaving  Chil- 
dren, fuch  Children  are  intitled 
to  their  Parent's  Portion. 

Though  the  Age  of  Majority 
is  twenty-five,  yet  they  may 
make  Wills  at  eighteen ;  married 
Women  alfo  may  bequeath  what 
they  have  by  Teftament,  though 
N  2  *o 
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no  Woman  can  be  a  Witnefs  to 
one. 

'  Every  Will  muft  be  figned 
in  the  Prefence  of  a  public  No- 
tary, and  feven  Witnefles  of 
Credit,  who  muft  be  at  leaft 
twenty  Years  pf  Age;  unlefs  it 
is  made  by  Anceftors  or  Defcen- 
dants,  for  the  Benefit  of  thofe 
who  are  in  a  dire6t  Line,  or  for 
pious  Ufes,  in  which  Cafes,  the 
Atteftation  of  a  Notary  and 
three  Witnefles  will  render  it 
valid, 

«  But 
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But    if   a    Will    is    entirely 
written,  and  figned  by  the  Tef- 
tator ,     and     the    Writing     be 
proved  by  five  Perfons  of  Credit, 
it  IS  adjudged  to  be  valid. 

Every  Will  muft  be  brought 
before  the  Lieutenant  and  the 
AuDiTEURs,  where  they  are  al- 
ways firft  opened. 

None   can    give   away   more 

than  half  their  Fortune  from  their 

Children,    or,    if  they  have    no 

Iffue,    from  their  Parents ;    the 

N  3  Law 
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Law     (  unlefs    for    any    fpecial 
Crime   they  forfeit    that   Right) 
in  titling   them    always   to   what, 
in  the  French  Language,  is  cal- 
led   the    Legitime,     which    is 
their  equal  Share  of  orie  half  of 
their  Parents,  or  Child's  Effeds : 
if,  for  Example,  a  Man  dies  worth 
10,000    Pounds,     leaving     four 
Children,    whom    he    hath    not 
provided    for,    each    may    claim 
their    Legitime    amounting    to 
1250/.    if    he    hath    no    lawful 
Iffue,    his    Father   and    Mother 
may    demand   the    fame    Legi- 
time, viz.  5000/.  and  for  want 
of  Parents,  his  Brothers   and  Sif- 


f-n' 
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ters  of  the  whole  Blood,  or  if  he 
has  none,  his  Nephews  and 
Nieces  have  a  Rio;ht  to  their 
Legitime,  w^hich  is  the  Share  of 
vne  fourth  of  the  Teftator's  For- 
tune ;  fo  that  fuppofing  in  the 
above  Cafe  four  Brothers,  or 
four  Nephews,  each  would  re- 
ceive   625/. Beyond    this , 

there  is  no  Legitime, 

A  Baftard  cannot  inherit  any 
Thing  either  from  his  Father  or 
Mother ;  but  if  his  Parents  have 
no  lawful  Iffue,  they  may  be- 
queath him  07ie  half  of  their 
N  4  Pof- 
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Pofleflions — if  they  have,  they 
cannot  give  hini  mofe  than  one 

eighth,  i^'    "^"  '''■' 

In  the  Edids  which  relate  to, 
Marriage,  there  are  fome  Infti- 
tutions  that  are  very  remarkable. 
If  a  Man  receives  with  his  Wife, 
who  is  not  a  Widow,  10,000 
Crowns,  and  he  dies  firft,  her 
Fortune  is  repaid  her  with  an 
Augmentation  of  half;  whence 
fhe  is  entitled  to  receive  15,000 
Crowns,  unlefs  there  be  any 
Agreement  between  them  to  the 
contrary.  But  if  there  be  Chil- 
dren 


dren  of  the  Marriage,  the  Widow 
is  obliged  to  give  Security  for  re- 
ftoring  to  them  the  Augmenta- 
tion after  her  own  Deceafe. 

In  Gafes  of  Bankruptcy,  the 
Wife  is  firft  paid  her  original 
Fortune ;  and  if  there  be  a  Sur- 
plus, fhe  comes  in  as  a  Creditor 
fpr  the  Augmentation. 

To  counterbalance  this  Ad- 
vantage, if  the  Hufband  out- 
lives his  Wife,  and  fhe  leaves  no 

-Children  behind,  he  may  retain 
me  fourth   of  the    Fortune    fhe 

mm  .  brought 
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brought  him  ;  fo  that  inflead  of 
paying  her  15,000  .Crowns  if  flie 
had  furvived,  he  reftores  to 
her  Reprefentative  only  7500 
Crowns. 

*  From  thefe  Laws  it  appears, 
that  the  Interefts  of  married  Peo- 
ple are  in  fome  Meafure  diftinft; 
Children  therefore    inherit    both 

from  Father  and  Mother. 

The  Wife  may  difpofe  of  her 
Eftate  as  fhe  pleafes,  except  the 
Legitimate  Right  ;  but  nei- 
ther Hufband  nor  Wife,  though 
they  have  no  Children,   can  hf 

their 
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tlicir  Will  bequeath  to  each 
other,  more  than  a  Moiety  of 
fuch  Fortune  as  defccncled  to 
th,em,  either  Hncally  or  collate- 
rally, in  Prejudice  of  their  Pa- 
rents ,  or  other  near  Relations ; 
but  where  they  have  acquire^ 
their  Fortune  themfelves,  and 
have  no  IlTue,  they  may  recipro- 
cally make  each  other  their 
Heirs,  always  excepting  the  Le- 
gitime. 

It  is  ufual  in  Marriag-e-Con- 
trads,  for  the  Hufband,  even 
U'hen    he    receives    little    or   no 

For- 
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Fortune  with  his  Wife,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Receipt  of  fuch  a 
Sum,  as  he  would  have  her  en- 
joy in  Cafe  of  his  Death  ;  and 
thic  fcrves  as  a  Marriage-Set- 
tlement. 

Since  it  is  manifeft,  that  nei- 
ther Hufband  nor  Wife  can  claim 
a  Legitime,  it  may  be  afked, 
how  a  Widower  or  Widow,  are 
to  be  provided  for,  when  by 
Means  of  an  Inteftacy,  or  for 
want  of  a  Settlement,  they  are 
left  in  deftitute  Circumftances. 
In  this  Cafe  the  fuifering  Party 

becomes 
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becomes  the  Objedl  of  the  public 
Concern,  and  if  the  Children  or 
Heirs  refufe  to  allow  them,  fuch 
an  Annuity,  as  is  adjudged  rea- 
fonable,  the  State  obliges  them 
to  bring  in  an  Inventory  of  the 
Effedls  of  the  deceafed,  and  fix- 
es itfelf  a  proportionate  Main- 
tenance. 

The  Father  is  regarded  as  the 
natural  Truftee  of  whatever 
comes  to  his  Children  by  their 
Mother's  Death,  which  he  muft 
give  Security  for ;  and  of  which 
he  has  the  Benefit  till  they  either 

attain 
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attain    their     Majoriry,     cr     are' 
emancipated  by  Marriage. 

When  a  Father  has  not  bv 
Will,  appointed  a  Tutor  for  his 
Children,  the  Mother,  if  fhe  is 
more  than  twenty  Years  old, 
may  take  upon  her  the  Charge : 
if  there  be  no  Mother,  or  fhe 
declines  it,  it  is  the  Province  of 
the  Audit EURs,  with  the  Aflif- 
tance  of  the  Procureur-Gene- 
RAL,  and  feven  of  the  Relations 
or  Friends  of  the  deceafed,  to 
nominate  for  T\itor  the  neareft 
of  Kin,  who  is  moft  proper. 

If 
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If  the  Mother,  after  fhe  has 
accepted  this  Office,  marries 
again,  both  £he  and  her  new 
Hufband,  are  excluded  from  it ; 
flie  is  compelled  to  produce  her 
Accounts,    and  a  new  Tutor  is 

chofen   in   her  Room.  All 

who  take  upon  them  this  Truft, 
muft  pafs  their  Accounts  every 
three  Years  before  the  Procu-. 
reur-General. 

None,  after  Nomination,  can 
excufe  themfelves  from  this 
Charge,    unlefs   they  are  above 

fixty, 
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fixty,  or  are  infirm,  or  have  the 
Care  of  five  Children. 

They  have  a  particular  Me- 
thod of  felHng  their  Eftates  at 
Geneva,  (and  I  beUeve  alfo  ia 
Switzerland  )  which  is  by 
SuBHASTATioN.  It  is  an  Adl  of 
the  State,  made  at  the  Requeft 
of  the  Purchafer,  by  Means 
whereof  the  AHenation  is  made 
pubHc.  Notice  is  fixed  up  in 
different  Parts  of  the  City,  and 
Proclamations  made  by  Sound  of 
Trumpet  every  Fortnight  during 
the  Space  of  three  Months,  fig- 

nifying 
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nifying,  that  at  fuch  a  Time,  a 
Sale  is  to  be  made,  of  a  particu- 
lar Houfe,  or  Land  J  before  which 
Time,  thofe  who  have  any  Kind 
of  Intereft  therein,  by  Mortgage 
or  otherwife,  muft  produce  their 

Claims.^ After  the  Expiration 

of  it,  the  Purchafe  is  compleated; 
all  Claimants  are  fatisfied,  and 
thofe  who  have  negleded  to 
make  their  Demands,  can  never 
afterwards  fupport  them  3  the 
Purchafer  being  fecured  againft 
every  Tide  whatfoever. 


It 
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It  is  to  the  Honour  of  this 
State,  that  it  difavows,  (except- 
ing, againft  thofe  who  exercife  it 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Genevois) 
the  DroU  d' Atd)eine^  which  is 
claimed  in  France,  and  in  fever- 
al  other  Countries,  in  Oppofition 
to  all  the  Laws  of  Hofpttality  ; 
by  which,  the  Effeds  of  a  Stran^ 
ger,  who  dies  where  this  Inftitit- 
tion  prev^ails,  are  forfeited  to  the 
Government. 

It  will  eafily  be  granted,  that 
'rfiefe  Laws  which  regard  the  Sue- 

^^'  ceffion 
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ceflion  to  Property,  are,  above  all 
others,  the  chief  Security  of  the 
Republic,  and  the  Source  from 
whence  the  Bleffings  which  harc 
accrued  to  it  are  derived.  For  as 
the  Power  of  difpofing  by  Will  is 
limited,  Property  is  diffufed  thro' 
the  whole  Mafs  of  the  People; 
and  no  one  is  raifed  fo  much 
above  the  Level  of  his  Fellow- 
Citizens,  as  to  become  fufficient- 
ly  powerful  to  make  a  Breach  in 
the  Conftitution.  It  might  per- 
haps have  been  better  for  A- 
THENs,  if  Solon  had  not  given 
to  fuch  of  its  Citizens  as  had  no 
O  2  Children 
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dren  an  unlimited  Freedom  of 
difpofing  of  their  Fortunes.  In 
this  he  contradidled  his  own  Plan: 
he  was  defijous  of  eftablifhing  an 
Equality,  and  yet  allowed  of  a 
Pradlice  which  could  not  fail  of 
deftroying  it. 

T^he  Conclufion. 

This  is  a  faithful  Sketch  of  the 
Government  of  Geneva,  which 
if  filled  up  by  an  abler  Pencil, 
with  its  due  Portion  of  Shade  and 
Colouring,  cculd  not  fail  of  chal- 
lenging our  Admiration  j    but  as 
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in  every  Painting  there  is  a  parti- 
cular Point  of  View,  in  which  it 
is  feen  to  moft  Advantage,  fo  one 
fliould  be  converfant  for  fome 
Time  in  this  Republic,  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  good  EiFeds,  which 
arife  from  the  ftridt  Execution  of 
its  Laws.  The  bare  Precepts  of 
Virtue  pleafe,  but  fure  they  never 
charm  fo  much,  as  when  we  fee 
them  illuftrated  and  enforced  by 
Pradice.  Every  State  fliould  be 
ruled  by  Laws,  that  are  peculiar- 
ly adapted  to  its  own  Temper  and 
Circumfl:ances ;  andmany  ofthefe 
at  Geneva,  would  be  as  ufelefs 
O  J  and 
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and  improper  in  a  larger  Govern- 
ment, as  they  are  in  this  necefia-^ 
ry  and  expedient. 

I  have  heard  it  frequently  al- 
ledged,  that  the  uniform  Method 
of  living  here  is  more  calculated 
-^For  the  fteady  regularity  of  Men 
adv^ced  in  Years ;  than  for  the 
Vivacity  and  natural  Enterprizea; 
of  Youth ;  that  it  is  too  great  a 
Curb  on  th6  latter,  and  frequent- 
ly produces  a  contracted  Way  of 
.;yhinking.        ^^^..^^ 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Charge  is  un- 
doubtedly   true ;     the    Form  of 
their  Government,  as  well  as  their 
Plan  of  Life ,    tends  greatly   to 
check  the  Salliea  of  Vanity,    to 
quench  the  Fires  of  Ambition, 
and  to  ftifle  niany  Defires  which 
fpring  up  in  other  States ;  but  are 
thefe  Republicans  on  this  Account 
Icfs  ufeful  Members  of  Society  ? 
or  do  thofe  appear   to  be   wifer 
or  happier  who  live    in  Coun- 
tries,   that  allow  them  a   more 
free  Indulgence  of  thefe  Paflions? 

If 
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If  we  think  the  People  of  Gene- 
va fuffer  from  tliefe  Reftraints, 
we  fhould  recoiled  that  we  ar^ 
gue  as  Foreigners  ;  forgetting 
that  the  Hand  of  Nature  hath 
imprefled  on  all  Mankind  fuch  an 
AfFedion  for  the  Laws  and 
Cuftoms,  to  which  an  early  Cul- 
ture hath  enured  them,  as  is 
ftrong  enough  to  fupply  the  Want 
even  of  real  Advantages,  and 
cpnfequently  able  to  triumph 
over  thofe  that  are  imaginary. 

But,    leaving  thefe  Inquiries 
to  be  difcuffed  by  others,    one 

cannot 
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cannot,  I  think,  without  foihe 
Degree  of  Pleafure  and  Satisfac- 
tion behold  a  Commonwealth, 
the  Seat  of  Freedom  and  Letters, 
ftrenuous  in  the  C^iife  of  Inde- 
pendency, and  watching  with  a 
parental  Care  over  the  Happinjefe 
of  its  Subjeas.  Nor  can  we  ad- 
mire it,  without  at  the  fame 
Time  earneftly  wifliing,  that 
while  Heaven  continues  to  give 
the  GENfivois  a  fufficient  Por- 
tion of  Virtue  to  maintain  their 
Liberties,  it  may  turn  the  Am- 
bition of  neighbouring   Princes 

(for 
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(for  too  apt  is  Power  to  leap  over 
the  Bounds  of  Juftice)  from  wan- 
tonly  difturbing  their  Tranquilli- 
ty, or  offering  their  Rights  any 
barbarous  Infult. 
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